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‘¢ Vererrnary LEctuREs. 


The Technical Education Committees of many 
County Councils supply a course of ‘ veterinary ”’ 
lectures. Properly arranged and properly delivered 
these lectures must be very valuable. That a Local 
Authority should attempt to save the property of 
its constituents is right, and doubly so when that 
property consists of a sentient animal. Compared 
with the knowledge possessed by engineers of 
machinery, or that of builders of stone, bricks, and 
timber, the knowledge of animals acquired by those 
who manage them is disgraceful. What is the 
annual cost to the country of this ignorance of the 
nature, habits, and wants of live stock no one knows. 
It may be guessed at by a consideration of the cost of 
mismanaging the horses in South Africa. 

There seems to have existed a notion that man 
possesses some natural intuitive capacity for 
feeding and managing animals. Never was a 
greater delusion. The only possible explanation 
of the fallacy is that animals possess nearly 
as much sense as the average man and assist 
largely in taking care of themselves. When corn 
was dear the livestock of the country was not so 
valuable. Now our animals are about the sole sourc2 
of profit possessed by agriculturists, and the preven- 
tion of loss is an essential matter. Veterinary lec- 
tures explaining how to rear, feed, and manage 
animals should be very valuable to stockowners, and 
no veterinary practitioner is so narrow-minded as to 
doubt the fact. 

There is no royal road to knowledge. What has 
taken a veterinary student four or five years of hard 
study to acquire cannot be attained by attending a 
— ofa dozen lectures. This is too obvious ; 

Ut, like many things most apparent to those who 
Fa, see, is usually overlooked. The Technical 

ducation Committee of County Councils, instead of 
——- a veterinary adviser, leave to some amateur 
task of drawing up a syllabus and then advertise 
or a lecturer to carry it out. 

Ps A wore only remembered by all concerned that 
is ta than good accrues from deceiving men 

‘ leving they possess knowledge we should 
results. It is possible to teach some- 
health of the proper management of animals in 
nse something of the nature of disease in a 
par ~ oe A modest programme can be grasped 
tie. Only ignorant men think the treat- 
> Fm 'sease and injury can be taught in a course 

wes €s; only pretenders attempt the task. 

;,;->-* Will doctor each other and no one need com- 
umb animals should be protected from 


— injury when they are unable to defend 


A DISEASED FETLOCK JOINT. 


On March 6th, 1900, my attention was called to 
a gray mare, about nine years old, weight 1450 Ibs. 

The said mare had an enlargement on the inside 
of the near hind fetlock joint, which seemingly was 
caused by interfering. ‘The growth was about the 
size of a cocoanut, and was quite hard; no pain on 
manipulation and no lameness. 

I was askefl to remove it as it was a bad eyesore. 
On examining it I concluded that it very likely in- 
volved the joint, so advised letting it alone, as it did 
not in any way interfere with the animal’s use- 
fulness. 

About the end of July another vet. was called to 
see it, and advised immediately removal, which was: 
done the next day. Three or four days after re- 
moval the animal went lame, but the wound healed 
up quickly, The lameness increased day by day 
until the middle of August, when the mare was on 
three legs, not being able to put the near hind foot 
to the ground. The vet’s attention was called to 
the excessive lameness and he said it was caused by 
a spavin, which the mare had had for some time. 
The hock was blistered, but without any result. 

On September 25th I was called to see the animal 
again, I found her standing on three legs and 
suffering great pain. She was tucked up in the 
flanks and had lost at least 125 lbs. since I last saw 
her. When she was made to put her foot on the 
ground she stood on her toe with her fetlock joint 
very much knuckled. There was no heat or pain per- 
ceptible in any part of the leg, nor was there any 
swelling (the spavin excepted). 

On manipulation of the fetlock joint I found that 
in trying to extend the toe so as to bring the fetlock 
joint in its normal position, the animal evinced great 
distress, and would pull her leg away from one with 
great force. On being made to walk she would go 
on her toe at the start, and after going a few yards 
would place her foot down flat, but would not under 
any circumstances get back on her fetlock. The 
lameness being rather aggravated if possible by 
exercise. 

1 diagnosed her lameness as one of the fetlock 
joint and advised repeated blisters. 1 applied one 
the following day which worked well. 

On October 15th | again visited the mare, with 
the intention of applying the second blister, but on 
seeing the result was nil from the one already ap- 
plied, and also observing the mare to be still in 
pain and losing flesh, I advised slaughter, which was 
carried out on October 20th. 


On making an autopsy I found on removing the 
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immediately below the place from whence the growth 
of last March was removed. 

On dissection I found that it extended in and in- 
vaded and penetrated the capsule, which was firmly 
adherent to it. From there it took a backward direc- 
tion, bifurcated immediately behind the articular sur- 
face of the big metatarsal bone. On the edge of the 
cartilage there appeared a growth which looked very 
much like, and the same shape as an oyster. This was 
ofadull brown color with gray streaks running over it, 
and had a pink edge, which was raised a little from 
the bone, just enough for me to put the point of my 
forceps under it. I dissected all around it and found 
that it hada well defined neck about quarter of an 
inch in diameter. This neck penetrated the bone 
proper, and on drawing it out I found it to come 
away easily. It was of a dark brown colour, and of 
a consistency of thick pus. 

I scooped out the cavity with my forceps and 
found it filled with the same material, and also that 
it extended right through the bone, and caused an 
opening on the anterior surface in a spot correspond- 
ing with the posterior hole. There was also an oyster 

(shall I call it) on the external posterior articula- 
tory surface, corresponding with its fellow, and a 
neck penetrating the bone, but did not extend further 
than 5-8ths of an inch. 

The antero-inferior portion of the bone also pre- 
sented a new growth, which extended three inches 
upwards and covered the entire face. The hole that 
went through the bone was as large as a threepenny- 
piece. 

I should very much like to know what this growth 
was that penetrated the bone, also if it has ever been 
noticed before. I regret that I did not have a micro- 
scopical examination made of it, being tuo busy at 
the time to give it proper attention. 

Harry Lukes, M.R.C.V.S. 
City of Springfield Scavenger Department. 
Springfield, Mass. 


TORSION OF UTERUS. 


Having read Mr. Knowles’ case of ‘ Torsion of 
Uterus” in The Veterinary Record I was persuaded 
to follow his good example by recording another, and 
to add my testimony to the success which attends 
these cases where proper and repeated efforts have 
been made to effect the purpose in view. 

On 25th January last my attention was called to 
an in-calf heifer, whose time was up about the end 
of present month—March—but as she was straining 
rather severely on the day in question the owner 
considered she was likely to calve prematurely, which 
opinion was justified later on. 

When [ first saw her she was constantly straining, 
but beyond this there was nothing to indicate prema- 
ture delivery, as the parts were not even relaxed. On 
questioning the owner it was ascertained that she was 
noticed about a week previously jumping across some 
rather wide drains or ditches, since which time she 
appeared slightly amiss. I decided to make a manual 
exploration and ascertain, if possible, where the real 
cause of irritation lay. Immediately on introducing 
the hand into vagina a difficulty in passing it on- 


wards was experienced, and a series of spiral folds, 
turning to the right, were felt—torsion of utergs— 
which only allowed the entrance of hand after a goj 
deal of trouble ‘‘ round a corner’ as Mr. Knows 
graphically describes it. The animal was carefully 
cast on right side and rolled over on her back, steady. 
ing the uterus meanwhile with the hand as much 4 
possible, and after a good deal of labour and repeated 
rolling we succeeded in undoing the twist and deliver. 
ing a dead calf, the whole operation occupying fully 
half-an-hour. Of course it might have been accom. 
plished in less time had one of the limbs of the feetus 
been within reach to assist us in steadying wom) 
during rolling operation. 

Having seen several such cases s‘1ccessfully open. 
ted upon, it never occurred to me that a few men- 
bers of the profession were rather sceptical on this 
point, therefore I have hitherto allowed them to pass 
unnoticed, but I may remark it is sometimes no easy 
matter, and a good deal of patience and perseverance 
is necessary if we wish tosucceed. Torsion of womb 
in the mare fortunately seldom occurs, and I hav 
found ita much more formidable operation to st 
right than the analogous accident of the cow. 

Wma. Parrics. 
Ballinasloe. 


TORSION OF THE UTERUS. 


The case in last week’s Ltecord is of interes 
and value as regards its success, and as to the some 
what novel and ingenious measures adopted, though 
it provokes a smile, for the writer frankly confess 
that prior to the occurrence of this case he “ thought 
that to overcome torsion was impracticable,” ani 
that it was ‘a tall order to grasp the foetus and keep 
the uterus stationary while the animal was rolling. 

Now in all kindness, why should any one boll 
such views at this time of the day—in the year 1901’ 
Long before the publication of Dr. Fleming’s “(b- 
stetrics,” the practicability of successful reduction had 
been demonstrated over and over again on the Cor 
tinent, and in some few instances in this coustr 
During the past ten or fifteen years in our profes: 
sional journals from time to time numerous success 
ful cases have been put on record, while in private 
practice one hears every now and again of som 
severe case (not published) which has beet! 
dealt with successfully and weil. Within a ©” 
paratively short time I have heard of five such frou 
neighbouring veterinary surgeons in this part of ® 
country. 

It is but fair, however, to admit that per 
torsion appears to be somewhat partial in its noe 
rence to certain circumstances and certain localities 
Thus I have known thoroughly good practition?r 
long standing and of wide and extensive gf 
of one or two professors and examiners te 
at the very head of their departments—wh0 tel, 
somewhat hazy ideas on this subject. Fora 
or unfortunately, they have rarely, if ever, 
a case, but may have a dim recollection of om a" 
in some mare or cow seeing “‘ something of ¢ the 
In our own comparatively limited practice, sects? 
other hand, we have had the bad or the good 
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to have had to deal with at least thirteen cases of 


other men in the profession have had still larger 
experience. The misbelievers and doubters I fear 
have been neither few nor far between, and it is 


his good news. All praise, credit, and thanks to 


him. 

“Decided to wait until the following morning 

. ."—Not always a safe resolution. I have done 
the same on several occasions, and softened and got 
quit of much of the contents of the bowels by means 
ofa good purge—with very great advantage. But 
on the other side, | gave three cases a respite of 
from seven to twenty-four hours and bitterly regretted 
doing so. After reduction I felt in one case with the 
tips of the fingers through the almost closed os uteri 
avery natural presentation in the forenoon, and 
came back in the evening to fight against a dystokia 
with emphysema of the calf which, despite every 
effort, caused the death of the patient. 

In cases, too, where the vagina is not involved and 
the twist affects only the neck of the womb, delay is 
dangerous, This, I think, is the worst form of 
uterine torsion. If the os uteri happens not to be 
The straight, 
natural vagina, the almost closed os, and the twist 
only to be felt with the finger pushed through, is 
very misleading, and unless relief be speedily given 
the case may soon become hopeless. When really 
satisfied as to the existence of twisting of the uterus. 
ifeven faint signs of parturition are present, I think 
ita good rule not to go far away. Timely examina- 
tion and assistance may prevent much mischief, 
though too great hurry is to be avoided, Guard, if 
possible, against displacement and emphysema in the | 
calf, and intense inflammation and possibly mortifi- 
cation or rupture in the mother. 

“Placing the cow on her left side . . . . she was 
tolled over on her back... . put back and the 
operation repeated; at the third attempt success 
attonded."—A somewhat new and nice way of 
operating. It approaches, if I recollect right, the 
Continental plan of suspending wholly or partially 
ftom the roof and rotating the body from side to side 
on its own axis. I fear, however, its efficacy in a very 
‘vere case. If the turning of the cow from the left 
side across her back to the right tends to dissipate 
the twist one weuld think the putting back” would 
tend to te-form it. However, as the method succeeded 
inthis case it should succeed in others, one is always 
careful for any new hint. . 

, - great thing to remember is that the cow must 
ree on the same side as the spiral folds at the 
With the uterus take before rolling her-over.” 
this ng respect I cannot just exactly see that 
ve tan necessary. So far as my experience 
oor i aay matter very much on which side the 
in the provided turning or rolling” is 
rill an direction, and a turn or two either way 
excepto ily settle that question. With very few 
ity of a. rotation the wrong way increases the ten- 

© twist and vice versa. The very last case I 


had was laid on her right or off side, and rolled 
across her belly to her left or near side, then 
across her back to the right, and once again 
from her right or off side across her belly to her left 
or near. At the first half turn the membranes were 
felt coming into the passage; during the second the 
‘*- water bag ’’ burst and the operator had to clear out 
to escape the flood; and at the last half turn the 
‘twist had entirely disappeared. 

As it is poor sport making remarks on any one’s 
case without giving some little return, perhaps I may 
be allowed a few notes on this case of my own. 

Coming off a rather long railway journey one 
evening in May of last year, the order to trot out 
immediately some eight miles to calve an aged cow 
was not received with ‘‘a grunt of satisfaction.” I 
found the animal, one of a herd of some thirty or so 
pedigreed Guernseys ; up in years, but from her good 
qualities said to be worth £40—to me she looked 
worth 40 shillings. Had been pressing and heaving 
more or less fora couple of days, but the worthy 
factor and his intelligent cattleman had been waiting 
for ‘‘ the waters ”’ to come away, but as these did not 
show they had put off sending for assistance, till now 
the poor anitaal was down flat on its side, quite 
unable to rise, moaning and in pain; and the 
worthies began to fear the worst. Quite a similar 
case to the one in The Veterinary Record, ‘‘ the hand 
went ‘round the corner ’ to the left and the twist imme- 
diately closed on the wrist.”” A piece of rope was 
tightly tied round the chest as a girth, and to this on 
each side a fore foot was fixed. Out in the cold and 
dark it was not pleasant to roll, but with a man at 
the head, two at each side, and one at the caudal 
appendage it was quite easy to drag and push the 
patient over the smooth asphalt floor up the gentle 
incline to the end of the byre, lay her across the floor, 
as it happened to be, on her right side, and roll with 
the above result. After reduction the os uteri was found 
dilated only three inches—no use thinking of extraction 
just yet—nothing for it but either to go home and come 
back in the morning, or to wait the night. Decided the 
latter, and between three and four o’clock in the 
morning put right a nasty displacement and got away 
with gentle patience a big emphysematous calf. The 
cow was unable to rise fora week, but improved daily 
and did very well. 

Of the existence of severe twist in this case there 
could be no doubt. My son happened to be with me 
—his final exam. looming at the end of a few weeks. 
I told him he had often heard of torsion of the uterus 
but here was a good case, to satisfy himself about it, 
and if asked he could answer with confidence his 
examiners’ question. The Factor, too, with all his 
shortcomings on this occasion, was a shrewd clever fel- 
low, of long experience among the better class of dairy 
cows, well up in many of the ailments they are heir to. 
This worthy gentleman I almost forced to take off 
his coat and feel the twist, while his face in doing 
so was a study. ‘ What’s that? I never saw that 
before! You'll never calve thatcow!” I did calve 
his cow, but I evidently failed to please him. 

This case shows the not very pleasant work 
at untimely hours which veterinary surgeons are 
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at times called on to perform, and the short and small 
return they at times get for their kind services. It 
shows also again the ease—the almost ridiculous ease 
—with which some cases or torsion can be reduced. 

I trust the record of Mr. Knowles’ case may do 


much good. 
C. Cunnincnam, M.R.C.V.S. 
Slateford, March 6th, 1901. 


RACHITIS IN HEIFERS. 
By J. M.R.C.V.S., Trowbridge. 


Subjects.—Four pure bred Jersey heifers, aged 
about 1 year 9 months, and heavy in calf. They 
were noticed by the owner to walk badly, and a month 
later my advice was sought. I found that the 
animals’ fore legs were bent outwards, the elbow and 
knee joints enlarged and painful, their general condi- 
tion fairly good. 

One (photograph of which I enclose) was by far 
worse than the others. She eventually became so 
bad that it was almost impossible for her to walk ; 
in turning she raised her fore quarters and jumped 
round on her hind legs; she lost condition and re- 
mained in a recumbent position most of her time. 

These heifers (with two others which are sound) 
were weaned together and kept in a small house until 
one year old, during that time they were liberally fed 
with compound cake, crushed oats and bran, and 
drank water derived from a chalk soil. For the next 
nine months they were turned out to grass, where 
they drank surface water, and all corn was stopped. 
They have all given birth to healthy calves and are 
now rapidly improving. 


Treatment.—Lime water twice a day, and the ep. 
larged joints well rubbed with liniment; plentifi 
supply of crushed oats, bran, and oil cake. 


British ConGress on TusBERcUuLosis. 


At this Congress, which is to be held in the 
Queen’s Hall, Langham Place, London, W., in the 
week beginning July 22nd, 1901, it has been arranged 
amongst other matters for three public addresses to 
be delivered in the large hall on Tuesday, Wednes. 
day, and Thursday of that week. The first will be 


given by Prof. Koch of Berlin, the second by Prof. 
.Brouardel of Paris, and the third by Prof, J. 


M’Fadyean of the Royal Veterinary College.—Tiv 


Laneet. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Tue Use or Cocaine 1n THE Diaenosis or 
ness.—Communicated by M. Aimy to the Central 
Veterinary Medical Society of France, January 
24th, 1901. 

As has been pointed out by M. Dassonville in 1897 

(Cocaine, by M. Dassonville, Echo des Sociétés et 


| Associations Vétérinaires, 1897.) The injection of 


cocaine over the course of the nerves of a limb is of 
signal service in localising the seat of lameness. 

Every practiticner is aware. of the difficulty there 
is in determining the cause of certain obscure cases 
of lameness. Formerly the characteristic gait was 
the scle means relied upon, but such was uncertain 
and frequently incorrect, and has given place to the 
injection of cocaine. For some time past I have 
largely used the following solutions: 

Hydrochlorate of cocaine 30 to 40 centigrammes. 

Boiled water 20 co 30 grammes. 

To distinguish between lameness in the shoulder 
and the foot I inject half of the above solution ovet 
the seat of each plantar nerve, in the region where 
high neurectomy is performed. If the lameness has 
disappeared after the lapse of twenty minutes Its 
certain that it exists below the fetlock. 

Some months ago I was consulted about a trotting 
mare that had already been seen by ten or twelve 
other veterinary surgeons, some of whom diagao 
the lameness to be in the shoulder, others 10 the 
foot. I had recourse to the cocaine injection 02 . 
site of the high operation of neurectomy ; 10 — 
minutes the lameness had entirely disappeared, = 
proved to the owner that my opiniun that the se" 
was not lame in the shoulder was cored 
Median neurectomy was performed and the anim 
cured. 

If lameness persists after injection of cocain? : 
the region of the fetlock. 1 then practice it gt ; 
medium and cubital nerves in the fore an the : 
sciatic and anterior tibial in the hind lim eae 
lameness then disappears it is evident that th sie 
exists between the fetlock and point 
(splint, lesion of tendon, or osteo arthritis x 
or hock). If there is still no result then 


| 
| an 
ca 
| in 
ab 
Al 
th 
are 
| 
| 
Vé 
| 
7 wer 
| Lon 
= 
ham 
| Th 
show 
ing t] 
balar 
Th 
balar 
last y 
ment 
| Mr 
| acon 
Mr. 
| The 
Bard 
| 1 arr 
Mr, 
shoul 
Notat 
Mr, 
Mr, 
Man q 
Mr. 
Bin 
Mr, 


1901 


d the en- 
plentiful 


d in the 
in the 
arranged 
lresses to 
Wednes- 


e in 1897 
ociétés et 
ection of 
limb is of 
ness. 
alty there 
Cases 
gait was 
uncertain 
ace to the 
t+ I have 


es. 
shoulder 
ition over 
on where 
eness has 
utes it 18 


a trotting 
or twelve 
diagno 
rs in the 
on on the 
in twenty 
ared, and 
the mare 
correct. 
ne anil 


ocaine 
+ over the 
the large 
», If the 
the lesio2 
injection 
f the knee 


the lame 


March 16, 1901 


THE VETERINARY 


RECORD 509 


ness is situated in the elbow, shoulder, thigh, or 


ip. 
"This method is logical, accurate, and scientific, 
and is absolutely without danger if rigid aseptic pre- 
cautions are taken. This I strictly insist upon, and 
in my cases I have never had even the smallest 
abscess form. 

M. Nocarpv.—I absolutely concur with ali M. 
Almy has said on the use of cocaine, and in bringing 
the matter to notice M. Dassonville has rendered a 
great service to veterinary science. His conclusions 
are fully confirmed by MM. Pader, Vidron, and 
Deysine. 

From Bulletin de la Société Centrale de Médecine 
Vétérinaire, 24th January, 1901. 

Josuua A. Nunn, Vet.-Lt.-Col. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES 


EASTERN COUNTIES’ 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 


The annual meeting was held on Tuesday, Feb. 12th 
at the Royal Hotel, Norwich, and was very largely 
attended. The President, Mr. W. Shipley, junior, 
FRC.V.S., Yarmouth, occupied the chair, and there 
were also present: Professor Penberthy, F.R.C.V.S., 
London ; Messrs. C. C. Clarke, Reepham ; W. Turtill, 
Wickham Market ; W. F. Howes, Norwich ; S. Smith, 
Lowestoft; P. J. Mullane, Bungay; T. G. Heatley, 
Woodbridge ; E. Margarson, Swaffham : M. Bray, East 
Rudham; F. M. Wallis, Halstead; H. Buckingham, 
Harleston ; R. Howard, Thetford; W. M. Reeman, 
Bury St. Edmunds ; 7. Pollock, Norwich ; W. Shipley, 
senr., Yarmouth ; F. W. Wragg, London; J. Bucking- 
ham, Harleston; E. Case, Fakenham; F. Thurston, 
Fressingfield ; J. Barr, Acle ; T. E. Auger, Wymond- 
ham ; F. B. O. Taylor, hon. sec., Weston ; J. K. Gooch, 
Holt. The visitors were Messrs. Christopher Davies, 
Clerk to the Cattle Diseases Committee of the Norfolk 
County Council; Messrs. . A. Banham, Cambridge ; 
G. Mayall, and Sooby. 


ACCOUNTS. 


The Hon. Sec. presented the balance sheet which 
showed that fifty-eight subscriptions were received dur- 
ne the past year, and after meeting all expenses a 

lance was left in hand of £58 6s. 8d. 

he PRESIDENT said it was very satisfactory that their 

ance at the bankers was this year £10 larger than 
ast year, This spoke well for the very careful manage- 
ment Hon. See. 

E. 
ut. AUGER proposed the adoption of the 


Mr. 8. Sarr seconded, and this was carried. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS IN ARREAR. 


> President asked what the Society wished in re- 
in sae member from whom three subscriptions were 
Pat suggested a request for payment 
Not att Sent in a registered envelope, and if this was 
Mr ended to his name could be struck off. 
Said they ought not so go begging to the 
"ee his name should be struck off. 
him, EATLEY moved that a registered letter be sent to 


It. T. Avcer seconded, and this was carried. 


Nomi NATION. 


Mr. J. Pollock nominated for election at the next. 
meeting Mr. ALGERNON Percy STUART. 

The PREsIDENT seconded, and the nomination was 
accepted. 


OF OFFICERS. 


The PRESIDENT said it gave him very great pleasure 
to propose as their president for the ensuing year a 
gentlemen who he was sure they would all be very pleased 
to see in the chair, Mr. Sidney Smith, of Lowestoft. 
(App.) He was one of their oldest members, and he had 
certainly been one of the most regular attendants at 
their meetings. He believed Mr. Smith was one of 
the originators of their Society. (Hear, hear.) He had 
only to put his name before them and he knew it would 
be accepted with yery great pleasure. (App.) 

Mr. F. THuRsTON seconded, and the resolution was 
carrried unanimously amid applause. 

The PrestpENT-ELEcT said he was very much obliged 
to them for the honour they had conferred upon him 
though he could have wished someone had been selected 
who would have done the Society more credit. (“ No, 
no.”). As it was their pleasure he would accept the 
office and do his best to carry out the duties to their 
satisfaction. (App.) 

The following gentlemen were elected Vice-presidents: 
Messrs. F. W. Wragg, W. Shipley, junr., and J. Pollock. 

The Committee was formed of Messrs. W. F. Howes, 
J. K. Gooch, J. D. Overed, G. C. Hunting, R. Howard, 
and T. E. Auger. 

Mr. F. M. Wallis and Mr. H. Backingham, junr., were 
elected auditors, and Mr. W. Shipley, Junr., re-elected 
hon, treasurer. 

The next business was to elect an hon. sec. On the 
agenda paper Mr. F. B. O. Taylor had observed “I wish 
to take this opportunity of thanking the members of the 
Soeiety for their loyal support during my years of office 
and regret I cannot see my way clear to continue the 
duties ot Secretary. 

The PRESIDENT said he hoped that Mr. Taylor did not 
mean to retire as it would be a most unfortunate thing 
to lose his services. He had admirably filled the post 
and greatly increased the value of the Society. He 
trusted they could persuade him to reconsider his de- 
cision. (App.) 

Mr. TayLor said these kind remarks were very grati- 
fying, but as he said at their last annual meeting he 
thought the Secretaryship should be taken by some 
member who either had a partner or kept an assistant, 
as he could then better attend to the duties than one 
who was single-handed, and could not so well get away 
to attend the various reetings. Undoubtedly there 
were many members who could carry out the duties far 
better than he had done (“ No, no”), and he must ask 
them to appoint someone in his place. 

Mr. T. E. AuGER moved that Mr. Taylor be asked to 
reconsider his decision as they would all be sorry to lose 
his services. 

Mr. 8. SmirH seconded. 

Mr. Taytor said that if he were leaving the county 
they would have to find some one else and he thought 
they should do so now. 

The PrestpeNt: But you are not leaving the county. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. TayLor said that other members could be found 
equally able to act as Secretary and in all probability 
decidedly better. “ No, no.”) 

The PRESIDENT : Do you absolutely decline to act as 
Secretary to the Society ? 

Mr. Taytor : Yes. 

Mr. F. W. Wrace: Then, I propose that he be re- 


elected hon. sec. for the ensuing year. (Laughter) 
Mr. T. E. Aucer : I will second that. 


| 
t will be 
by Prof. 
Prof. J. 
ge.—The 
NALS. 
Jo 
e Central 


510 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


March 16, igo; 


This resolution was then carried amid applause. 

Mr, Taylor said he had to thank members for the very 
kind way in which they had spoken of the services he had 
rendered. He supposed he must do the best he could 
for another twelve months, but that would positively be 
the end of his term of office. (App.) 


Next MEETING. 


The PRESIDENT said the next meeting would probably 
be held in May, and perhaps the new President would 
like tc select where it should be held. 

Mr. Smita having left it to the meeting to decide, Mr. 
J. Pollock said as none of their country friends offered 
an invitation he would move that the next meeting be 
held at Norwich. 

Mr. T. E. AuGrr seconded, and the resolution was 
carried. 


VicToRIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FunD. 


The PrestpENT said they had always subscribed two 
guineas to the Agricultural Benevolent Association and 
some members of the committee had suggested that they 
might very well look at homeand support the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund. They ought certainly to 
afford as much, if not more, to the Victoria Fund, which,as 
shown in The Veterinary Record of the previous week, 
was doing such an excellent work amongst the poorer 
members of their profession. The good that it was do- 
ing was not known to one-tenth of the members of the 

rofession, as Prof. Penberthy, who was the father of the 
ey could tell them. All that their Society had done 
for the fund was to give a donation of ten guineas when 
it was started. 

Prof. PENBERTHY said he was sure every member was 
convinced of the necessity and value of this Fund, which 
was doing a great deal of good. Now that it was éstab- 
lished on a sound financial basis and there was every 
reascn for supposing it would become a permanent insti- 
tution, what it really needed was steady annual subscrip- 
tions su that they might exactly know how far they 
might go in making grants. He had no compunction in 
asking them to make their subscription as large as possi- 
ble. The fund was worked and distributed without one 
farthing of cost for officers or anything of the kind. The 
fund was now spending just over £100 per annum, and 
other cases than those assisted were coming before them. 
So far they had only been able to help the most destitute 
and piteous cases. There were circumstances connected 
with these which compelled them to feel they would like 
to do very much more. Ifthe Society made its subscrip- 
tion as good as possible the money would be directed into 
a good channel, and they might have confidence it would 

be well spent. 

The PRESIDENT said that Mr. H. Santy, of King’s 
Lynn, who had written expressing regret at his inability 
to attend had sent a cheque for one guinea to be forward- 
ed to the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 

Mr. F. M. WALLIs proposed that a subscription of five 
guineas be given to the Victoria Fund. 

Mr. J. Pottock seconded. 

Mr. R. Howarp said that as this was to benefit their 
own profession they should support it as much as possi- 
ble, and ten guineas would not be too much. 

Mr. F. W. Wrace said that as their annual income 
was only £28 or £29, ten guineas would be too large a 
subscription. They had given a donation of this 
amount, but to expend in a single subscription one-third 
of their income was not wise. He must also say that 
individual members of the Society might do something 
more in supporting such a deserving fund. 

Mr. H. BuckrncHam asked whether there was any 
other benevolent society connected with the profession. 

The PREsIDENT said there was also the National, 
which was Defence as well as Benevolent institution, 
but that was an older Society with plenty of funds. The 


Victoria Fund was a new one, originated in 1897 to cg. 
brate the jubilee of our late Queen. It would be a goog 
opportunity for veterinary surgeons to show their esteon 
for Her late Majesty by supporting a fund whose object 
was the alleviation of the lot of their poorer brethrep, 

The proposal to vote a subscription of £5 5s. was thep 
carried unanimously. 


RoyaL AGRICULTURAL BENEVOLENT Assocratioy, 


The PRESIDENT said they had for several years given 
a subscription of two guineas to the Agricultural Bene. 
volent Association in return for which they received four 
votes for the election of candidates to the benefits of the 
Association. They had always thought it their duty t 
do something towards supporting this Association, and 
he hoped they would continue their subscription. 

Mr. W. M. REEMAN said that as they obtained a larg 
part of their living from farmers he would move that they 
continue to subscribe £2 2s. 

The Hon. Sc. seconded, and this was agreed to. 


Pror. WILLIAMS MEMORIAL. 


The PrEsIDENT said they were all aware of the death of 
Professor Williams who had been a great friend to al 
veterinary associations by reading papers and supporting 
them in every way. A circular had been received suggest- 
ing that there should be a memorial, and no doubt they 
would like to contribute, but this was a matter that it 
would be advisable for the committee to consult upon. 

Mr. F. W. Wrace moved that it be left in the hands 
of the committee with power to act. 

Mr. T. E. AUGER seconded, and this was carried. 


RESIGNATIONS. 


The Hon. Sec. announced that he had received letters 
of resignation from Mr. W. A. McCiregor, of Ayr, late of 
Ipswich, from Mr. Martin, Witham, and from Mr. Joho 
Hammond, Jun., Bale. 

The PRESIDENT moved that all three be accepted. 

Mr. F. W. WaLLis seconded, and this was agreed to. 


LoyALTY. 


Mr. H. BuckincHam asked whether they should nt 
send an address or resolution of condolence to the new 
King on the death of the late Queen, and of congratule: 
tions on his accession. 

The PRESIDENT said there could be no doubt about 
their wishes, and it was resolved to leave the matter 
the hands of the President and Hon. Sec. 


County Councit LECTURES. 


Mr. W. M. Reeman said he recently received an ovr 
tation from the West Suffolk County Council to wont 
a course of lectures according to a syllabus that wasset 
to him as follows : Saal 

(1) A short outline of digestion and assimilation vs 

the causes, prevention, and simple treatment 0 
common ailments of the digestive system. fading 

(2) The treatment of wounds in general, inc Mol 

broken knees, sore shoulders, wounds of the ~ 
etc. The exact nature of splints, ringbones, o 
spavin, windgalls, etc. Their cause, Frevention, 
treatment, and the extent to which they ca’ 

be cured. tendons 

(3) The treatment of sprains of the muscles, such 

etc. The causes, prevention, and treatmen 
common troubles amongst animals as » Ader 
throat, congestion, inflammation of the 

cracked heels, etc. - als in health 

(4) on the management of animals 

and disease. 

It was, Mr. Reeman said, an insult to ask . ee 
surgeon to give such a course of eager Te 
money should not be spent in any suc — lectures 
veterinary surgeon who attempted to give st 
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ought to be sent to Coventry by his brother members. 


They had to contribute towards this public money, and it | 
was a great shame that it should be so expended to 


their detriment. It was taking away their bread and 


se. 
oe F. W. Wrace asked whether anybody had taken 
upthe lectures. 

Mr. REEMAN replied that they had not. He wrote a 
very strong letter to the Secretary refusing to give them, 
and other people had been approached. 

Mr. F. M. WALLIs said he was also asked but also re- 
fused. He should think such lectures were only under- 
taken by gentlemen with not very large practice who 
were anxious to increase their income whether to the 
detriment of their brethren or not. He knew of a case 
where a veterinary surgeon had gone into a neighbour- 
hood and lectured and done a good deal of harm to other 
veterinary surgeons there. He thought it was a great 
shame. 

Prof. PENBERTHY said this matter could be attacked 
from two sides. Firstas members of the community and 
supporting the rates, veterinary surgeons had ground of 
complaint that such lectures delivered to laymen are 
liable to defeat their purpose and to waste the money of 
the authority which paid for them. On that head it 
would be competent for associations to make representa- 
tions to the authorities. Whether such a thing would be 
advisable was matter for further consideration. He 
feared that any representation of that kind coming from 
aveterinary association would be rather liable to raise 
sinister remarks from the public body approached. It 
would be said that they wanted to protect their own 
interests. But as individuals they could represent the 
very real danger of disseminating such imperfect know- 
ledge amongst amateurs or laymen. 

From another point of view their associations had a 
duty to perform, that was to express in the strongest 
manner possible their dislike, and to discountenance in 
the strongest manner they could any member who en- 
gaged in such tasks. He did not know that they had 
much to fear in the way of loss from such lectures. The 
interference of laymen in wounds, for instance, was not 
likely to rob them of very much, buta man who engaged 
togive lectures of value on such points deserved to be 
discountenanced by his Association as far as possible ; 
aud it must be to the Associations that this was left. He 
would be glad to see the question of lectures upon such 
were suggested generally discussed by the 

ciations, 

Mr. F. M. WaLLIs moved that the committee take this 
matter into consideration and report to the next meeting 
sto the best course to be adopted. 

Mr. REEMAN seconded. 

Pe r. Banna said he had lectured, but not on such an 
ae Wie arrangement. Had he not done so, somebody 

- ave come down from the Colleges and done it. 

Was not necessary to carry out such a syllabus. 

t.ReeMan: If I took their money I should feel 


a to deliver the lectures the County Council re- 


A. Bannam said they could do it in their own way as 


had done simp! 

: y and solely to keep other people out. 
his cases he should not mind publishing to the pro- 
not thi o whole of the lectures he delivered and he did 
an thin any members of the profession would cbject to 

he had said. 

[| 

everyone will do {et emphatically and I hope 

a7 NAM These lectures are to be had, and if 
doit ra me to give them in my own district I should 
own aaa keep other people out. You can’t trust your 
% [ do, ren. You would say so if you knew as much 


"Barr said he quite agreed ; charity began at 


home. It was necessary to look at home for he had 
found it so. 

Mr. H. Buckincuam said he had given lectures, but he 
confined himself to shoeing and what todo until a veteri- 
nary surgeon was obtained. This year he had refused 
three sets of lectures. 

Mr. Barr proposed that no notice be taken of the 
matter. 

Mr. T. G. Heatley, seconding this amendment said he 
had given lectures in his own district on the manage- 
ment of stock, and he found that after people had had a 
course of lectures they were more scared and worried 
than they had been before. He thought they found they 
knew a little less than they thought they did, but he 
certainly would not bind himself to give lectures accord- 


ing to the syllabus laid down by the West Suffolk 
County Council. . 

The PRESIDENT said that was really the question— 
Whether they should give lectures according to such a 
syllabus. 

Mr. Barr observed that no self-respecting veterinary 
surgeon would lecture according to this syllabus, and 
therefore they need not take any notice of it. 

Mr. Heatuey said that if much notice was taken of 
it, probably it would do more harm than good. 

Mr. WALLIS made an addendum to his resolution of 
“and lectures in general ” and it was then carried. 


UNABLE TO ATTEND. 


The Hon. Sec. said the following members had 
written expressing regret at their inability to attend the 
meeting: Professors M’Fadyean, Pritchard, Hobday, N. 
Almond; Messrs. A. C. Cope, H. Wilkinson, E. H, Leach, 
and A.S. Auger. 

(To be continued). 


YORKSHIRE. 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The postponed annual meeting was held at the Hotel 
Metropole, Leeds, on Friday, March Ist. The President 
(Mr. Frank Somers, of Leeds) was in the chair, and the 
attendance of members included Messrs. A. Bennett, 
Anston, Sheffield; G. E. Bowman and H. G. Bowes, 
Leeds ; J. S. Carter, Bradford ; J. Clarkson, Garforth ; 8. 
Chambers, Kirkheaton ; J. Cooke, Scarboro’ ; P. Deigh- 
ton, Selby ; J. W. Lazenby, Boston Spa; A. W. Mason, 
Leeds ; A. McCarmick, Leeds, hon. sec. ; J. McKinna, 
Hudderstield ; G. J. Pickering, Scarboro’; H. Pollard, 
Waketield ; M. Robinson, Barnsley ; J. E. Scriven, hon. 
treas. ; H. Snarry, York ;S. Wharam, Leeds ; G. White- 
head, Batley. The visitors present were Messrs. 8. E. 
Hamilton, Leeds ; E. Waller and E. Child. 


THe DEATH OF THE QUEEN. 


The PREsIDENT said : Before commencing the business 
of the meeting I wish to refer to the loss the nation has 
sustained in the death of our beloved Queen, whose long 
and glorious reign came to a close on January 22nd last 
at Osborne, having attained the age of 81 years—the 
oldest of any Monarch who has sat on the Throne of 
England—she has passed away mourned not only by the 
race she has so wisely ruled, but by the whole civilized 
world which has long since recognised the nobility of her 
character and the purity of her life, full of sympathy 
and kindness, she has been a splendid example of what 
a monarch should be—her good deeds and her kind dis- 

osition have been most sincerely —— by her 
oyal subjects from the humblest to the greatest in the 
land. We may hope that Her great wisdom may descend 
upon her son, our Sovereign King. 
The PRESIDENT moved that the following resolution be 


forwarded to the King :—“ We, the members of the 
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Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Society, in meeting assem- 
bled at Leeds, wish to express our profound sorrow at the 
loss the nation has sustained by the death of. our late 
beloved Queen, and we humbly convey to His Majesty 
the King, Edward VII., our respectful sympathy and 
condolence in his bereavement. e desire also to offer 
our loyal congratulations on his accession to the 
Throne.” 

The resolution was carried in silence, the members 
standing. 

THe Late PrincipaL WILLIAMS. 


_ Two letters were read by the Secretary on the sub- 
ject of perpetuating the memory of the late Principal 


illiams. The first was the circular letter from Mr. 
Richard Scott. The second communication was from Mr. 


T. H. Horsburgh, of Edinburgh, and was dated Feb. 26th. 
That letter set forth that the Earl of Haddington had 
agreed to become a patron and subscriber to the Princi- 
al Williams Memorial, and that other noblemen had 
en approached for like support, but the committee had 
not yet had their decision. 

The PRESIDENT had received a communication from 
Mr. Horsburgh thanking the Yorkshire Society for their 
profiered assistance, and intimating that two subscrip- 
tions of £25 each and some smaller sums had been 
promised. 

Mr. Bowes moved—“ That a committee be appointed 
tu take any steps they may deem necessary to assist the 
movement for a memorial to the late Principal Williams.” 
In doing so he recalled that Mr. Williams was an old 
member of the Yorkshire Society, and said that they 
should assist as much as possible in promoting the pro- 
posed memorial. The meetings of the Society were so 
few in number during the year that it would be desirable 
to appoint a committee to deal with matters which might 
arise in the intervals. Then the committee might take 
steps to raise subscriptions. He did not think the pro- 
fession had ever sustained such a loss as they had through 
the death of Principal Williams, than whom no one had 
been more esteemed by veterinary surgeons, and whose 
departure was deeply regretted by his old students, many 
of whom lived in Yorkshire. 

The PRESIDENT thought the suggested course the right 
one to take. 

Mr. Mason seconded, pointing out that from the cor- 
respondence it would seem that not only the veterinary 
profession but also stockowners and agriculturists were 
interesting themselves inthe movement. There would, 
therefore, be a lot of work to do. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted, and the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were appointed as a committee : The 
President (Mr. Somers), the Hon. Treasurer, the Hon. 
Secretary, Messrs. Bowes, J.S. Carter, W. F. Greenhalgh, 
McKinna, Mason, Wharam, Whitehead. 

Mr. Bowes asked whether there was any limitation to 
the powers of the committee. 

The PRESIDENT replied that the committee were a com- 
petent body and ought to have afree hand in the matter. 
The students of the New Veterinary College might de- 
sire one form of memorial, the profession another, and 
the stockowners another. 

Ths SECRETARY next read a letter from Prof. Williams, 
on behalf of his sisters, brothers, and himself, sincerely 
thanking the President and members of the Yorkshire 
Society for their kind expressions of deep sympathy with 
them in their irreparable loss. The writer added :—“I 
wish further to express how highly we esteem the honour 
you did our father in attending the last services due from 
man to man. No words of mine can express how pro- 
foundly we feel the expressions of sorrow from so many 
of our dead fathers’ friends and old pupils. 

Mr. Mason was called upon to move an official vote 
of condolence with Principal Williams’s family. He said 
that since he had been a member of the Society many 


tasks had fallen to his lot, but he little dreamt at their 
last ordinary meeting, when Principal Williams wa 
among them avparently in the best of health and look. 
ing, as Mr. McKinna then observed quite juvenile, that 
that would be their dear friend’s last visit to Leeds, ang 
that he would be now called upon to move such a resol. 
tion as the one placed in his hands. The blow which 
had fallen was all the greater to veterinarians, becayse 
they knew how much at heart he had the best interests 
of the profession. It was « proud boast of Principal 
Williams that he and their old friend Mr. Carter wer 
“fathers” of the Yorkshire Society. No words of his 
could give adequate expression to their sense of loss, Nor 
could - find language which would do full justice to his 
many fine qualities—his great geniality, goodness of 
heart, readiness tc come among them and read papers of 
immense interest to the profession, and willingness to 
listen to any proposition put forward by a young praet- 
tioner and to give advice. 

Mr. Scriven seconded the resolution with feelings of 
the deepest regret. Among the members of the York- 
shire Association he was one of the late Principals 
oldest students, though Mr. Deighton was a little older 
than he. He became acquainted with Principal Williams 
in 1868, and in 1869 was one of his clinical clerks, He 
had had many drives with him, and on every occasion 
always learnt something from him. Mr. Williams wasa 
strict disciplinarian, a kind master, an ever willing 
teacher, and a staunch friend. 

Mr. SNARRY supported, agreeing with Mr. Mason that 
no words could really be found to express what they 
felt. 

Mr. CLARKSON also spoke to the resolution. He said 
he felt that he had lost one of his best friends. Asa 
Society they had lost one of their founders and the 
brightest ornament of their Association—nay, he was, 

rhaps, the brightest ornament the profession had ever 

nown. Whocould estimate the loss the profession, the 
country, and the world had sustained by his death. Prin 
cipal Williams was essentially a strong man. He never 
had to grope about for his opinions. His conviction 
was strong, and he spoke with dignity, force, and great 
weight. 

Mr. Carrer observed that he had been acquainted 
with Principal Williams for forty years. They practis 
together in the same town for ten years. All his sous 
were at College with Mr. Williams. 

The PRESIDENT said he must support the resolution 
before putting it to the meeting. He attended the 
funeral, and testified to the great respect which wi 
shown to the memory of Principal Williams byall sap 
ofthe community. The gathering was an indication hb 
the affection and regard that the people of Edinbar 
had for him. It was with the deepest regret that he ba 
to put the resolution. 

The resolution was then carried’ in silence. 


RESIGNATION AND NOMINATIONS. 


The SECRETARY announced that Mr. A. W. 
Halifax, wished to resign, and after some discuss! 
was decided to accept the resignation. 

Mr. Henry Wa.poe, of Green Hammerton, 


nominated for membership by Mr. Pickering. by Me Mr. 
Mr. GittesprIE, of Doncaster, was nomina he hac 
Snarry. 
The R.C.V.S. Councit ELECTION. 

In reference to the forthcoming election of . moe ring 
of the Royal College of Veterinary to decile 
dent intimated that it was for independent - 


whether Yorkshire could run a can 
or combine with other societies. 
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Mr. Mason, whose time on the Council expires next 
year, said he might be a willing horse, but he could not 
always be in the shaft and pulling the whole of the load. 
He had served twelve years, and he thought it would be 
of advantage if they could elect a gentleman this year 
and get him into training, so that he could take up the 
work when he retired. (“ No, no). On the last occa- 
sion he did not desire to be re-nominated, but he could 
notforget the handsome manner in which Yorkshire 

ple had treated him. If members seriously took into 
consideration the attitude towards certain questions— 
questions as between the profession generally and the 
schools—he thought they would be more careful as to 
how they exercised their voting power. The schools had 
six representatives on the Council, and they could under- 
stand what this voting strength meant at a meeting of 
ten. He granted that each school should be represented, 
but when he reminded them that one institution had 
three — they would gather what he had in 
his mind. 

Mr. PicKERING would be very sorry if Mr. Mason 
entertained the idea of retiring from the Council, for not 
only was he a practitioner of ability, but he had been in 
the Army Veterinary Department, and was now a veteri- 
nary officer in the Auxiliary Forces. Moreover, Mr. 
Mason was a gentleman who was held in the highest 
esteem. He sincerely hoped that Mr. Mason would con- 
tinue torepresent them in London. 

The PresrpENT : I do not think that Mr. Mason in- 
tends to resign, but if that is his intention I do not think 
the Society will allow him to carry it out. 

Mr. CLARKSON renewed his proposition of a year ago 
that Mr. McKinna be invited to become their candidate. 
The only thing which prevented his election a twelve 
month or so since was the Irish question, but on this 
occasion he would have a good chance. 

Mr. Bowks seconded, thinking that Yorkshire ought 
to have a second representative. He was afraid that 
ue societies did not act so loyally as they did towards 

em. 

Mr. McKinna, while appreciating the compliment 
paid to him, thought they should aot do anything which 
would result in the non-election of a well-tried man. The 
clims of those retiring should be considered. He did 
uot know who were retiring. He thought that some- 
limes a great mistake was made in electing new members 
at the expense of men who had rendered good service on 
the Council to the profession, 

The PrestDENT said the Society would try and com- 
bine with other societies aud return Mr. McKinna. 

Mr. Mason said that having regard to his successsful 
andidature in the past, the way in which he had been 
received by the associations acting with them, and the 
tanner in which these organisations spoke of the York- 
shire Society, he thought members must be mistaken in 

what they had just said. The societies had always ex- 
Pressed to him their pleasure at the satisfactory working 
“ thearrangement with Yorkshire. 

€ resolution was agreed to, as was also a motion 

tat Mr. Mason, and seconded by Mr. Robinson, 

vith Yorkshire Society should continue to work 
€ Lancashire, Midland, and Eastern Counties. 


THE Hour or MEETING. 


bet, CLARKSON brought forward a resolution of which 
Meeting that rule 4 should read: “That the 
the id eld on the fixed dates as arranged, viz., on 
mencing a ay in January, April, and October, com- 
wring the p.m.” He observed that many members, 
that the past few years, had expressed the opinion 
iting O'clock). of meeting observed up to the present 
Proposal wa thet too early. The only thing against the 
slight difficult at a few country members would have a 
jan ~Y in returning home, but four would be a 
*nient hour to the general body of members. 


Mr. McKinna, in seconding, thought the resolution 
was justified by the capital attendance at the present 
meeting, which was convened at four, instead of two 
o'clock as hitherto. 

Mr. Mason admitted that the change would suit him 
personally, but asked whether due consideration had 
been given to the convenience of gentlemen from long 
oa who might be asked to read papers tu the 

ociety. 

Mr. CLARKSON answered that the proposal had been 
discussed at three meetings, and that he had never heard 
a single member say that four would not suit him better 
than two o’clock. 

Mr. CHAMBERS supported the resolution, observin 
that if the meeting now proceeding had been unin 
at the old hour of two he should not have been able to 
be present. 

Mr. McKinna suggested that members living some 
distance from Leeds should state their opinions. 

Mr. Cooke said that four would suit him, but the 
hour of three would be better still. (Laughter). 

Mr. Snarry: The suggested change will be conveni- 
ent to me, but there is something in what Mr. Mason 
said about consulting the convenience of readers of 
papers who live a long distance away. The time might 
be fixed at 3.30. 

Mr. Bowes thought the resolution unnecessary, as the 
rules specified that the time of the meeting should be 
left to the President. 

The PRESIDENT agreed, though said permission had 
been given to place the resolution on the agenda paper. 

The resolution was carried with two dissentients. 


THE GENEVA CONVENTION. 


Mr. Cooke called attention to a published letter from 
the Rev. F. Lawrence, a Yorkshire clergyman, in regard 
to an extension of the Geneva convention, and said that 
as they had in View the mitigation of the suffering of 
animals, it was a subject which they might with advan- 
tage discuss. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Frank Somers, M.R.C.V.S., LEeps. 


Gentlemen,—I appreciate the compliment and honour 
conferred upon me by the Members of this Society by 
my election as president for the year 1901, and I will do 
my best to promote and advance the interests of the pro- 
fession and establish and encourage the friendly rela- 
tions amongst its members. The status of the profession 
is higher and greater than ever—on account of the 
brilliance and distinguished ability of its members—and 
the scientific and instructive minds of the many learned 
veterinariansof which it is composed—who by their moral, 
social and advanced educational conditions have shown to 
their fellow-men that the Veterinary Surgeon of to-day 
is on an equality with the member of any other pro- 
fession. This is shown by the important positions 
occupied by its representatives, as Mayors of important 
towns, as Justices of the Peace, Aldermen and City 
Councillors, &ec. 

That rapid strides have been made is indicated by the 
lucrative practices which have been gradually founded 
and are now conducted with such distinguished success. 
This is no doubt the result of superior education. That 
Veterinary Societies have assisted in bringing about 
these changes there cannot be the slightest doubt, for 
they not only maintain and encourage friendly relations 
amongst the members, but they supervise and protect 
professional and pecuniary interests. 

The National Veterinary Association, which has 
amongst its numerous members the finest theoretical and 
ractical Veterinarians of this age, by its annual gather- 
ings at large and important commercial cities, and by 


its most practical and instructive papers, has consider- 
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ably helped to enhance our social position, and brings 
together all classes of members for purposes of instruc- 
tion and enlightment on Veterinary Medicine and 
Surgery, and by its profound discussions and the general 
interchange of ideas has proved itself a marked success, 
a great honour to its founders, and an everlasting 
benefit to practitioners. 

There is another Society of eminence and importance 
viz: The National Veterinary Benevolent and Mutua 
Defence Society, which amongst Yorkshire practitioners 
is often designated the “‘ Manchester Society,” and which 
has for its aims the protection of Veterinary Surgeons 
from the consequences of vexatious and unjustifiable 
actions-at-law, and also a fund from which assistance 
is afforded to members of the profession, their widows 
and orphans. This Society has the full support cf our 
generous colleagues from Lancashire, who combine and 
co-operate to suppress the grievances and troubles which 
often arise amongst practitioners, and who by their 
generosity have smoothed the reugh and sturmy path of 
the young member; these objects are most praiseworthy. 
The profession has every need to be highly proud of the 
many advantages that are to be gained from this Society 
and our Manchester friends need the profound thanks of 
the profession for their magnanimous labours. 

Some little time back when “ motor-cars” seemed 
such a novelty to the public, it was suggested that our 
old faithful friend the “ Horse” would soon have had his 
day, and that for purposes of commerce and general 
town work the motor-car would take his place, but I 
notice such expectations have not been realised, for 
with the exception of a few large towns, the evil-smelling 
and disgustingly noisy motor car is not in general use, 
and certainly is not in favour with the lover of animals, 
firstly on account of its terrible cost, but mostly for its 
general unreliability, and for its chronic desire to go 
internally wrong when it is most wanted, which places 
the owner in the most humiliating position of having to 

rocure the services of the discarded quadruped to drag 
it home or by manual labour to puil aod push it. I can 
safely predict that the present invention will never take 
the place of the horse, or ever compare with him for 
purposes of utility. 

During the past few years the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals seems to have been 
fairly busy, judging from the number of convictions it 
advertises, and many comments have been passed on the 
procedure and conduct of the Society and its officials. 
After many years experience I can say that the 
inspectors whe prosecute and conduct the various cases 
have a common tendency to exaggerate and distort the 
facts, keeping back from the view of the Magistrates 
anything likely to benefit the defendant, and expanding, 
enlarging and multiplying the facts as against the 
defendant. Wounds that I have measured with exacting 
accuracy have been described in Court by the Inspector 
and by policemen aiding him, to be many times larger 
than my measurements, although [ made the examina- 
tion on the same day. Small, recently abraded raw 
wounds have been described to the Magistrates as old- 
standing suppurating sores. In the same way the 
Inspectors have a habit of having the horse lame on 
three legs instead of one, and to generally aggravate the 
actual condition of the animal. 

A very objectionable practice, and one that I have often 
heard lawyers complain about, and which brings the 
Society into disrepute, is the method adopted by their 
Inspectors to obtain, by quiet and apparently friendly 
conversation, from the defendant facts relating to a case, 
and by artful means obtain a confession of some kind 
from the owner or driver of an animal, and on the day of 
the hearing bring all these facts out against them. It 
would be more in keeping with fair play if the 
defendants were warned beforehand, and prior to these 


ceemenmainann, that this evidence might be given againg 
them. 

Another matter, and the most important one in cop. 
nection with this Society, is that whatever prosecutio, 
it brings forward, whether for wounds and sores, over. 
working or lameness or any other form of alleged cruelty 
if the Bench decide to dismiss the case they do not 
allow costs to the defendant. I have seen many cases 
that have been flagrantly unjust, and when the defep. 
dant has obtained the assistance of a smart advocate 
and two or three veterinary experts and beaten the 
Suciety on its merits, costs have been refused, and 
although the case is dismissed the costs often amount to 
a very considerable sum. It is only fair, and just, and 
equitable, that when the Society loses a case it should 
be condemned to pay the costs. It is a monstrous ip- 
justice that it should be otherwise. Magistrates have 
the full power to allow the defendants costs as in other 
cases but they invariably refuse. 

These remarks, founded on practical experience in 
these matters, are not intended for one moment to con- 
vey impressions that this Scciety is not doing humane 
and noble work, because I appreciate its worth and in 
common with other Veterinary Surgeons, have en- 
couraged the grote | efforts it is so constantly 
pursuing, but [ suggest that the Society would have 
many more supporters if the grievances I have named 
were remedied. The Veterinary profession from its 
earliest foundation has done its utmost to alleviate the 
distress and suffering amongst dumb animals, and the 
prevention of cruelty to animals has the support of every 
veterinary practitioner. The Society’s Inspectors have 
too great a desire to record convictions. Whether the 
number of each Inspector’s convictions is a stepping 
stone to promotion I cannot say, but it frequently 
happens that a very poor man is summoned before the 
Magistrates and fined when a caution would have me 
the case in every way. 

Another subject of grave importance is that of the 
“Inspection of Meat” on account of the many diseases 
of animals that are transmissable to man, and [I regret to 
say that our sanitary legislation is far behind that 
many continental countries. It is open to serious coll- 
ment the method carried out by our city Corporations— 
the irregular way of chosing the Inspectors. Men art 
appointed for this important duty without the slightest 
regard as to the necessary qualifications that ought to 
possessed for such an office. A thorough knowledge of 
meat in health and disease is only the result of a long 
practical experience, and certainly a knowledge of the 
diseases of animals during life is necessary in order 
have cognizance of the after-death appearances, Let is 
hope that the “Times are changing ” and that the day 8 
not far distant when persons with the proper qualifier 
tion will be those appointed for the inspection of meth 
and not farmers, joiners, stone-masons, etc., as In We 

ast. 
The Medical Officers of Health are certainly si 
powers under the Public Health Act respecting meal 
and its inspection and seizure, but the medical man ™® 
no clinical experience of the diseases of animals ant” 
practical knowledge which fits him for the work. 
have heard of carcases wrongly condemned at ca! M10 
at St. Pancras and other places, and these by meal 


officers. It would be an immense benefit to the om 
VeterinalY 


behind Manchester, Birmingham, Liverpool, Louit 
Glasgow, Sheffield and other towns. The Oo 
authorities of these towns have appointed capab lly 
trustworthy Veterinary Surgeons, who are, ein 
engaged and give their entire services to the — 

of meat and abattoirs, and the results have gabe 
successful. The larger cities have their Vete 
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tors appointed by the Local Authority and tor! 
the Contaglons Diseases Animals Act, but | 
they do not give their whole time to their duties. I 
have heard dissatisfaction expressed that the whole of 
the veterinary work of a Municipal Corporation should 
chiefly be in the hands of one man. One would think 
that in a large town, where there are so many men of 
equal merit, that such work should be divided, and each 
department given in the hands of some reputable prac- 
titioner, and then all those professional gentlemen who 
contribute to the rates would have a share of their 
town’s veterinary work. he 

The question of Tuberculosis is one that has 

occupied the attention of scientists and professional men 
for some considerable time, and competent pathologists 
agree, including those who gave evidence in the Royal 
Commission on Tuberculosis, that meat from animals 
with localised Tuberculosis is sound and wholesome 
but is to be condemned when the Tuberculosis is 
generalised. Many authorities are erecting Sanatoria 
for human consumptive patients. where they are free 
from the overcrowding in large cities, and where they 
can have the maximum of fresh air to combat the dis- 
tressing and prevalent disease so frequent in our midst, 
and where they can have the open air treatment with 
medical attention, a very wise and noble course to 
adopt, but another course which might be pursued with 
very great advantage, particularly as Tuberculosis is 
said to be commonly transmitted by milk from cows to 
human subjects, is to have a wholesale and systematic 
inspection by Veterinary Surgeons of all farms, mistals, 
dairies, where cows are kept and from which the milk 
supply of our large towns is obtained, and all cows tested 
with Tuberculin, and every cow that is clearly effected 
with the disease should be destroyed and the owner 
compensated from the Imperial purse. This would be 
the means of removing the chance of tubercular milk 
being distributed ; the cost would certainly be great, but 
it would be to the benefit of the whole community and 
would be a very fine sanitary reform. At present 

Tuberculosis does not come uader the Contagious 

Diseases Animals Acts and consequently living cows 

suffering from the disease cannot be dealt with by the 

Authorities. 

The Veterinary Committee of the Royal Agricultural 
iety have issued the following findings as the results 

. one experiments in testing the reliability of Tuber- 

in :— 

l. With few exceptions, manifest tubercular disease 
is discoverable at the post-mortem examination of 
animals in which there is a decided rise of tempera- 
ture after the injection of tuberculin. 

* Asa rule, no such lesions are to be found in those 
animals in which there is no decided rise of tem- 
perature after the injection of tuberculin ; but the 
exceptions to this rule are more numerous than in 
the preceding case. 

' tactically speaking, the exceptions under each of 

— heads may be regarded as failures or errors in the 

st, but close examination of the circumstances suggests 
at some of the exceptions may be explained otherwise 
of th i assuming an inconstancy of action on the part 
uberealin. _Tuberculin falls short of infallibility, 
~m uc hae there is in every case a period after injection 
= "8 which it provokes no reaction, _and some of the 
ee wimonte described in the report indicate that this 

Bren reed be longer than has hitherto been supposed. 

“ th en full account is taken of these possibilities of 

ee € sub-committee are of opinion that Tuberculin 

meth owe of great value, far surpassing all other 

i calcul of diagnosis, and that, if properly it 

uated to render immense service in dealing with 
uberculosis, 


sidering the immense sums of money spent by the 


d of Agriculture for the suppression of Swine 


fever, it does not seem to be abating with satisfactory 
rapidity, as in the week ending Sept. Ist there were 28 
outbreaks of swine fever in England, one in Wales and 
none in Scotland, the total of 29 for Great Britain, com- 
a with 32 in the corresponding period of last year. 

t seem that this disease, which has cost the country 
hundreds of thousands of pounds is not likely to be 
eradicated, as the outbreaks are still of frequent 
occurrence. 

Practitioners will have noticed during the last few 
years the benefits of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, and 
the good work done by the Registration Committee of 
the R.C.V.S. as itinerant quack doctors and so-called 
practical farriers are year by year becoming less, but the 
dealers in horse and cattle medicines are as plentiful as 
ever, each small agricultural show or cattle show having 
numbers of stalls exhibiting “ cure all” for our domesti- 
cated animals. The newspapers and periodicals of this 
country do great injury to practitioners by the wholesale 
advertising of common quack remedies, and it is quite 
evident that as long as they pay the prices for insertion 
the very best papers will sing their praises, and useless 
rubbish can be palmed on the public and the advertisers 
of the commonest nostrums can mouopolise a whole sheet 
of the morning journal as long as they pay for it. Thus 
journalism assists in encouraging empirics. 

That which engages the mind of the young student 
will always have interest for the more advanced practi- 
tioner, and we may appreciate the advanced conditions 
of learning and the high aim and objects which superior 
education has given us, but I doubt whether the pre- 
liminary examination which qualifies a man to enter 
and study at any of the veterinary colleges has not 
amongst its compulsory subjects for examinations a few 
which are somewhat too advanced. For instance, a 
student has to struggle through and master two or three 
books of Euclid and several of the foreign languages 
before he is thought to be fit and proper to enter the 
portals ot the College. Let us hope that the four years’ 
course and the stringent preliminary are not preventing 
useful men from joining the profession. Pupils are more 
difficult to obtain now than ever, and the colleges have 
fewer students, su there is something to account for this 
decrease. 

The closing of the old century and the commencement 
of the new has been associated with a long and costly 
war, and the veterinary profession has need to acknow- 
ledge with grateful thanks the eminent services rendered 
by the Army Veterinary Department, who have under- 
gone mapy hardships and have been terribly overworked. 
The veterinary officers at the front have been far too few 
in number, and we hear of troopships with hundreds 
of animals on board, being conveyed some thousands of 
miles without a veterinary officer on board, These mis- 
takes have already proved the “ penny wise and pound 
foolish” principles. The Veterinary Record suggests 
that the Remount Department needs a thorough super- 
vision, and the purchasing of horses—-and examination 
of the same—-should be left in the hands of the Army 
veterinary surgeon. At present the War Office requires 
two men to buy each horse. A military amateur to 
select and choose the animal, and a veterinary surgeon 
to examine and approve. But there is no need for any 
military man—the Army veterinary surgeon could 
quite well undertake the whole duty and thus save time 
and expense. 

During the past few years some familiar faces have 
been missed from this Society, and it is with profound 
regret that I have to add that since our last meeting this 
Society has lost one of its most cherished Honorary 
Associates, and by whom—along with a few others—this 
Society was originally founded, [ refer to our late valued 
and highly distinguished colleague Professor Williams, 
Principal of the New Veterinary College, who died at 
Edinburgh on the 12th November last. The news of his 
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death was a shock of painful surprise to Yorkshire veteri- 
narians, and it was tm in October last that he read a 
ner at our meeting on “Some Diseases of the Skin.” 

e had earned for himself a world wide reputation for 
his practical. knowledge and skill, and I doubt whether 
he was not the finest exponent of veterinary medicine 
and surgery in the whole profession. In the diagnosis 
of disease he was unsurpassed, and his skill, and his wise 
and valuable services to his profession will never be for- 
gotten. His standard works on veterinary medicine and 
surgery are used as text books in all the veterinary col- 
leges, his book on Veterinary Surgery having passed 
through nine editions, and his Veterinary Medicine is 
now in its eighth edition. His sudden decease, at the 
height of his fame, is an irreparable loss to the profes- 
sion, of which he was one of its brightest ornaments, 
Veterinary science has lost in him a rich treasure and a 
valued adviser, an amiable, kind-hearted and genial man, 
and one who was beloved by all those persons who had 
the pleasure of his acquaintance. 


On the motion of Mr. Cooke, and seconded by Mr. 
Bowes, the President was warmly thanked for his able 
and comprehensive address. 

The members and visitors were afterwards entertained 
totea by Mr. Robinson, the ex-President of the Society. 


THE SCOTTISH METROPOLITAN VETERINARY 
MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting was held in the Clarendon Hotel, 
Edinburgh, on Wednesday, 27th February. Mr. Mc- 
Lauchlan Young, vice-President, occupied the chair. 
There were present: Messrs. Rutherford, Edinburgh ; 
Boyd, Melrose; Cameron, Berwick; Connochie, Ayton ; 
Spreull, Dundee; Borthwick, Kirkliston; Aitken, 
Edinburgh ; Storie, East Linton; Professors Duff- 
Dunbar, N.V.C., Edinburgh ; Barclay, Dumfermline : 
Principals Williams and Walker, Edinburgh ; Hutton, 
Kelso, and the Secretary. 

Letters of opener were read from Messrs. Inglis, For- 
far ; and Clark, Coupar Angus. 

The minutes of last meeting having been read and 
approved, Mr. Rutherford proposed a vote of thanks to 
the Secretary for the trouble he had taken in calling the 
meeting re Principal Williams’ Memorial, which was 
seconded by Mr. John Hutton, Kelso. 

The following office bearers were elected— 

President—Mr. Storie, East Liaton. 

Vice-Presidents—Messrs. McLauchlan Young, Aber- 
deen ; Connochie, Ayton ; Hutton, Kelso. 

Sec. and Treas.—John Aitken, junr., Dalkeith. 

Mr. Storie then took the chair. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
J. Storre, M.R.C.V.S., East Linton. 


Allow me to thank you, gentlemen, for the honour you 
have done me in electing me president of this Associa- 
tion for the coming year. Ican assure you that I shall 
do everything in my power for the welfare of our Society, 
and with the assistance of my friend, Mr. Aitken, our 
new secretary, we trust that the Society will continue to 
be a source of interest and benefit to the profession in 
this neighbourhood. I am sorry to say the attendance 
at our meetings for some time has not been as it should 
be, the absence of many of the younger members of the 
profession being especially noticeable, undoubtedly to 
their loss as well as to ours. There is a great deal to be 
gained by the discussion of subjects, new as well as old, 
and by the supemenens and ideas of the different mem- 
bers being exchanged and ventilated. 

Alas! that so many of the good old members should 


4 


have passed away never to return. But why, [ 
should the chairs remain vacant? Surely it falls ts 
the young practitioners to fill up the ranks and take 
their places here as well as in the busy world. There are 
many veterinary surgeons within easy travelling distance 
of Edinburgh who, I am sure, would be greatly benefited 
by attending our meetings. 

There must be no standing still in our profession ; we 
learn every day of new diseases, new elie. new and 
useful instruments. Tests for tuberculosis and glanders, 
the use of mallein and anti-toxins ; undoubtedly we are 
advancing, and one of the best ways of keeping in touch 
with that advancement is by attending meetings suchas. 
ours. 

Perhaps the most extensive and interesting subject be 
fore the medical and veterinary professions of the present 
day is bacteriolgy. The discoveries made during the last 
few years with regard to bacteria and their habits have 
been quite astounding. 

The medical profession have found a means of relief 
and cure of that terrible disease diphtheria, a product of 
the very offending bacteria themselves being used. The 
use of tuberculin is, and will be, a great factor in the 
stamping-out of tuberculosis from our herds and dairies 
and thereby preserving human life. Wonderful experi- 
ments have been and are being made in the purification 
of sewage by bacteria and it looks as if soon all sewage 
and refuse will be disposed of in this manner, many 
towns having already adopted the system. Not 
far from Edinburgh, at Glenkindie Distillery, large 
bacterial tanks are being constructed for the purpose of 
purifying the refuse. 

The pathogenic or disease producing bacteria are those 
in which we are interested. These bacteria by their 
growth and multiplication produce specific poisonous 
substances which we call toxins. These toxins when 
produced by the bacteria in the animal body are in 
most cases the cause of disease—not the actual presence 
of the bacillus itself. It is a very remarkable fact that 
these toxins have been found to be definite chemical 
bodies, quite different in composition from the bacillus 
itself, the latter only in some instances being poisonous. 

Now as to anti-toxins. When an animal has surviv 
an attack of a given species of these Bacteria it is found 
that the blood has become capable of resisting a fresh 
invasion of these same Bacteria. Not only that, but It 
has also become impervious to the action of the Toxin. 
This power of resistance is termed immunity. 

Now animals which are in this way immune have 4 
something in their blood which when injected into the 
body of an already infected animal restrains the life of 
these Bacteria, and also counteracts the Toxins which, a 
I have said before, actually produce the disease, this 
something is what we call an Anti-Toxin. 

To-day I wish more particularly to bring before you 
this Anti-Toxin treatment of Tetanus. I question ! 
the mere producing of immunity would be of much ad- 
vantage to us of itself, although in some districts 10 
France it has been advantageously practised where ca’ 
tration was invariably followed by Tetanus, 1n fact It 
proved quite a success, as colts can be operated on with- 
out any such danger after immunity has been produ f 
During the past 18 months I have treazed six cases ° 
Tetanus with serum, and I propose to describe them 80 
that you can judge for yourselves whether it 1s of any 
benefit or not. 

Tetanus, as you are aware, is due to a Micro-Organis® 
known as the drum-stick Baccillus from its resemblance 
in outline to a drum-stick. Like plants and anim» 
Bacilli have their suitable soils and climates 19 ¥ ia 
they thrive and flourish, this particular one being pat 
to garden mould and other earthy mixtures, a? ws 
thriving locally in the body, not in the blood as ' Sine 
the case. It has also a dislike to oxygen, hydrogen alti 
more to its taste. The anti-toxin is prepared by ¢ 
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vating the Bacillus in an atmosphere of hydrogen ; this 
cultivation is filtered through porcelain for the purpose 
of separating the Toxin from the Bacilli. Then the 
Toxin is injected into a healthy horse in gradually in- 
creasing doses, each day fur about three months, until 
immunity is produced ; after which a quantity of blood 
js withdrawn from the immune animal and allowed to 
stand for some time, when the serum is drawn off and 
allowed to coagulate ; after which it is preserved in 
bottles to be used in the treatment of Tetanus, or dried 
and powdered to be dissolved when required. It can 
int used for the purpose of producing immunity in 
healthy animals. 

Now I will proceed to describe the cases [ have 
treated with this serum. I have dispensed with the 
terms Idiopathic and Traumatic, which have been in- 
variably used in describing such cases, as I do not 
believe there is such a thing as Idiopathic Tetanus. If 
there is no external wound there must be some internal 
inlet for the Bacillus, possibly an injury to the Alimen- 
tary Canal or to the Trachea. 

Case [.—-June 26-—Was asked to see a gray pony 
about 14 hands, 10 years old, had fallen a fortnight 
previously and broken both knees. Symptoms of Tetanus 
clearly marked ; tail elevated, Membrana Nictitans 
drawn half over the eye, hind legs wide apart, off fore 
knee very painful, jaws just sufficiently free to admit of 
physic being given. 

Had knee well formented, and dressed with a lotion of 
Bichlor. and Opium ; two 6dr physic Balls given, and 
40l_ of the anti-Tetanin Serum injected under the skin 
of the breast. The animal was placed in a quiet stable 
and the windows darkened. It had by this time become 
very much excited and the symptoms aggravated. 

In the evening other 25! of the serum were injected, 
oat meal and bran drinks were given, and some grass cut 
very short was placed in the manger. 

June 27th.—Very little alteration, knee still very pain 
ful, had it fomented and the lotion again applied ; gave 
2m. serum, morning and night. Oatmeal and bran 
drinks were taken, and grass cut in the same way as for- 
merly given. 

28th.—No change, but certaialy no worse ; had slings 
put on as the patient seemed very tired. From the 
nature of the pony I was afraid to do this, however, 
after struggling for half-an-hour it became reconciled to 
the support. Gave 30M serum and food as before. 

29th.—Condition much the same as yesterday, 251 
serum in the morning and same at night ; food the same 
as before. 

30th.—Slight improvement, eyes more natural, tail not 
80 stiff ; 25M serum given twice, and food as before. 

July 1st.—Much improved, standing more natural, jaws 
much freer and altogether the patient seemed much more 
comfortable ; 25M. of the serum once to-day. 

2nd and 3rd.—Continued improvement, eating bran, 
oats and grass freely ; 20M serum injected each day. 

th.—Slings were removed and the patient put in a 
oose-box. Recovery was complete in a few days. 

22nd.—A Clydesdale gelding four years 
od, a big heavy animal 17 hands. Muscles of hind 
(uarters and back very stiff and hard, jaws slightly 
Closed ; managed to give two 8dr. physic balls and injec- 

a serum. Taking food moderately well. 
wid rd.—Symptoms much the same, hind legs spread 

© apart and muscles of quarters hard as a board ; 501\ 

“tt.—No change, physic operating freely, conse- 
{uently patient dull thirsty 50m serum 
Injected, 


Bs. and 26th._-Much the same, muscles of quarters 
red nearly so hard ; however, 50M serum given each 


27th.—Could not visit. 


ah empane to find the hardness of the quar- 
ter muscles as bad as ever ; gave 60!) serum. 

29th.—Again some improvement, muscles being much 
softer and jaws moving more freely ; 501 serum in- 
jected. 

30th.—Could not visit. 

3lst.—As formerly, when the serum was missed on the 
27th, there was a return of the muscular contraction, 
quarters being again very hard; gave 50M serum. [| 
was informed by the attendant next day that in a few 
hours there was a complete change, the muscles having 
become moderately soft, and that altogether there was a 
marked improvement. 

The serum was injected in 50 doses for the next 
two days, and from this time recovery was gradually 
completed. 

Case IJI.—January 13th.—A thorough-bred entire 
colt, three years,eexhibited all the symptoms of tetanus. 
Gave 10dr. aloes. Unfortunately this case had to be 
travelled about half a mile to its owner’s stable. Not 
having expected a tetanus case the serum could not be 
given to-day. 

14th.—Found the colt much worse, muscles all over 
the body being very stiff and hard ; injected 40M serum ; 
he and bruised oats were partaken of moderately 
well. 

15th.—Much the same as yesterday, physic operating 
freely ; 401 serum given. 

16th.—Not much change, if anything slight improve- 
ment ; 401 serum given. 

17th.—Not visited. 

18th.—Muscles much softer and appetite good ; gave 
401 serum. 

19th.—Marked improvement, moving freely about the 
box and eating greedily ; 301 serum. 

22nd.—Next visit still improving ; gave 301 serum. 

23rd.—-Was wired for as patient had laid down and 
could not rise. Managed to get him up and put the 
slings on for a few days, and as the muscular contrac- 
tions had disappeared no more serum was used. By 
Feb. 1st. colt was quite convalescent and able to have 
exercise. 

Two other cases were quite similar and treated in same 
manner, both recovered. The last case I had was that of 
an old mare, 23 years of age. From the very first the 
symptoms were of the most acute character ; jaws were 
tightly closed and the whole body seemed one solid piece. 
I injected 501) serum on each of the three days that it 
lived, but it never drank, and barely ever moved from 
the time [ saw it. It was found dead the next 
morning. 


Remarks on the Foregoing Cases. 


The first case was a really bad one, and | am satisfied 
that under the old treatment would have succumbed. 
The patient was a bad one to begin with, squealed and 
tried to kick whenever it was approached ; the symptoms 
were severe at the outset. After the injection of the 
serum the jaws did not appear to get stiffer, and you 
will observe that the disease ran its course in 10 days 
whereas 3 weeks was about the duration under the ol 
treatment. Serum injected 12 times. 

In the second case, slings were not used, as the place 
was quite unsuitable for that purpose. It was most 
marked on the days after the serum had been omitted 
that the muscular contraction was increased, and especi- 
ally that on one of these occasions, almost immediately 
after the injection of the serum that condition was re- 
lieved. Serum injected 10 times. 

The third case was not a very favourable one, as the 
colt had been very little handled and was difficult to 
manage, consequently he was not slung at first. 
The tetanus lasted only nine days. Serum injected six 
times. 
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With the exception of the physic, of which I make a 
practice of giving just double the ordinary dose, no 
medicine of any kind was given in any of the cases, as I 
was determined to give the anti-toxin treatment a fair 
trial. I will leave you to judge by the results whether 
it is worth your while to give it a trial—if you have not 
already done so. 

Mr. RUTHERFORD, in proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Storie for his excellent paper, said the members were 
deeply indebted to the president for bringing before 
them a matter worthy of much discussion, and took 
note of the large doses of physic he usually gave. He 
(Mr. Rutherford) was not quite so sure of the serum 
treatment being successful, but would be glad to give it 
atrial. He thought Mr, Storie had a great many cases 
in his district; he had only had seven or eight cases 
within the last five or six years but in earlier years in 
India, he had a great number of cases following all kinds 
of wounds notwithstanding the antiseptic treatment, 
and had cases of recovery, then the tide would turn and 
as many would die. In hospital the horses were paraded 
night and morning; when the first symptoms were 
observed the treatment consisted of physic, and Indian 
hemp, the patient being kept perfectly quiet, and in the 
dark, and slung if possible. If the patient got over the 
eighth or ninth day a recovery was pretty certain. 
Recorded case of a horse with wounded foot ; Tetanus 
set in five or six days afterwards, wound did not 
suppurate freely (he preferred the wound to suppurate 
freely), he applied terebene fomentations in this case 
and a recovery followed. He instanced other cases 
following Castration and wound on quarter where he 
induced free suppuration and recovery followed. 

Mr. Spruett, Dundee, gave his experience, and 
recorded eight consecutive cases of recovery under the 
H.C.Y. and thought he had the cure, but the tide turned 
and he lost as many. He had also tried the serum 
treatment but as yet without success, his success on 
the one hand might be due to the absence of physic or 
vice-versa. 

Mr. Boyp said he tried the old common sense treat- 
ment. 

Mr. ConnocuiE had also tried the serum treatment 
without good results; at one time he had five out of six 
recoveries with Pot. Bromid. and not physic ; he failed to 
see how Mr. Storie administered the physic in his cases, 
as he had always found it impossible to do so. 

Mr. RUTHERFORD drew attention to the few cases that 
followed the use of the actual cautery. 

Mr. McLaucuLan Younc thought this discussion 
was most diverse, and would like to hear where the cure 
was confined solely to one line of treatment, so that 


credit might be given to one or other of the means used, | 


but considered we had not yet found out the proper 
remedy. He thought the explanation of so few cases 
following the actual cautery was very simple. When the 
actual cautery was applied charcoal was formed and 
from its antiseptic properties rendered the wound 
thoroughly aseptic. As to the suppuration theory, 
suppuration is a natural process to carry away any 
poison from the wound. 

Mr. ConnocateE could not see how the actual cautery 
could keep the wound on a tail aseptic for six weeks ; 
when the scab comes off there is generally suppuration 
underneath. 

Mr. Storrs said if the tail was thoroughly cauterised 
there would be no suppuration, and the tail would be 
healed in ten days. That was his experience. 

Mr. CAMERON demurred, and thought tetanus set in 
generally after suppuration had ceased. 

Mr. BortTHwIcK related six cases within as many 
months, four recovered, two died. Treatment, bella- 
donna internally, and pure carbolic applied to the 
wound. 

Principal WILLIAMS made some remarks anent the 


National Veterinary meeting to be held some time jp 
July next. 

It was then agreed that the next meeting be held 
in June. 

Prof. Durr-DunBarR, N.V.C., was nominated by Mr. 
Storie, seconded by Mr. Hutton, a member of this 
Society. 

Proceedings then terminated with votes of thanks to 
the Chairman and retiring officials. 

JoHN AITKEN, junr., Hon. Sec. 


NORTH WALES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The Association met on St. David’s Day, March Ist, 
at the Erskine Arms Hotel, Conway. The following 
gentlemen were present: Messrs. E. Wynne Williams, 
Dolgelley, President; J. Matthews, vice-President; 
H. Williams, Ty Croes, hon. treas.; F. Booth, D. J. 
Elias, T. C. Howatson, R. 8. Rowlands, G. J. Roberts, 
and the Hon. Sec. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were read and coe- 
firmed. 

The following gentlemen sent letters or telegrams of 
regret at inability to attend: Messrs. Rhydwen Jones, 
Dr. Evans, Prof. F. Hobday, E. Kyffin, Hugh O. Richard, 
and W. Luther Jones. ' 

Mr. Bootu proposed that this Association subscribe 
towards the Memorial Fund of the late Principal 
Williams. This was carried unanimonsly. 

It was proposed, seconded, and carried that the 
President and vice-President be asked to represent this 
Association at the Tuberculosis Congress next summer. 
Both gentlemen expressed their willingness to do so. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
E. Wynne M.R.C.V.S., Dolgelley. 


In the first place, gentlemen, I must thank you for the 
honour you have conferred upon me by placing me in the 
position I now occupy as President of this Association. 
I would at the same time impress upon each member 
that upon him, too, rests a share of the responsibility 1 
making these meetings profitable and interesting. You 
will all agree with me that the chief aim of the Associa: 
tion is the advancement of veterinary science. By sup 
porting the Association we shall foster amongst us the 
spirit of investigation as to the causes, the cure, and pre 
vention of the numerous diseases that animals are sub- 
ject to. 

I should like to see these meetings well attended, and 
increased by the advent of new members. It is difficult, 
we all know, for single-handed members to attend, but 
it is surprising what can be done’ by making an effort. 
The only chancca country practitioner gets to meet his 
brother in the profession is at such meetings as these, 
and I hope we will do our best to make use 0 the 
opportunity thus afforded. It will strengthen us, 4” 
make us more united Vis unita fortior. 

You will all say that any honourable member oe 
fession if he had any pride in himself at all, even if : 
could not do anything individually could assist co we 
tively in advancing the status of the profession of w “ 
he isamember. This Association has the elevating / 
the profession at heart. It helps to remove those Pe 
jealousies which are apt to get the better of ou rh 

uman nature. It will be almost impossible to mx a 
a number of practical men without picking UP ae 
information which can be turned into our every 
practice when we return home. 

The discussion of our experiences will be a great (oon 
of learning, and even eminent men are never a00ve vel 
ing ; we still arestudents. The fact of the matter 
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have never done learning, and the more we know the 
more we want to learn. 

There is, again, the social advantages gained by our 
coming together on these occasions ; the meeting with 
vid acquaintances, the renewal of old friendships and the 
beginning of ncw ones, the better knowledge of fellow 

ractitioners in neighbouring counties, greater respect for 
each other and for each other’s opinions. — 

There is no gain-saying the fact that it is a noble pro- 
fession. What can be more noble than to relieve the suffer- 
ingof the dumb creation. Let us take every care that this 
honourable profession does not suffer at our hands, and 
our position as professional men and citizens is not 
lowered in the eyes of the public. That golden rule 
“Do to others as we would have done to us” is worth 
following. Individual effort not Acts of Parliament is 
the uplifter of our profession. Loyalty to ourselves as 
men, and loyalty to our profession willdo much to help 
usalong the patk of life. 

Ido not for a moment forget that we as veterinary 
surgeons owe a great debt of gratitude to our sister pro- 
fession, that of human medicine, for the vast help she has 
given to our profession. We are now a recognised import- 
ant profession. I always think that a greater unity ought 
to exist between the medical and veterinary, and I have 
every reason to believe that they will become closer still 
when the relations between food supply and diseases, also 
the affinity that exists between the diseases of man and 
animals are better understood. Several diseases we now 
well knuw are common to man and animals, so the two 
professions have an interest in the same disease, they can 
and do render each other help to study the cause, treat- 
ment, prevention, and mode of infection, etc 

Bacteriology has now become a very important study. 
Having recognised specific virus of specific diseases, to 
demonstrate the presence of these is becoming more im- 
portant for us as a profession. 

Food supply and sanitation have been receiving the 
attention of the Government lately, and rightly too. The 
Government instituted a Royal Commission to investi- 
gate tuberculosis, which disease had been allowed for 
long enough to go unchecked in our midst, and from this 
Inquiry the Government has given Local Authorities 
power to deal thoroughly with the matter of food supply. 
We, as professional men, should impress upon the Local 
Authorities the importance of carrying out the sugges- 
tion of this commission. They have the food supply of 
the empire to look to by appointing proper men to inspect 
milk, meat, cowsheds, and slaughterhouses. These 
should be entirely under the control of the Medical 
Ufficer of Health and Veterinary Inspector. Meat in- 
spection should be the duty of the veterinary inspector. 

hey who understand the diseases are the men to recog- 
nisé the healthy and vice versa. Practical men only are 
fitted for this important duty, when animals should be 
examined before as well as after slaughter. Why is it 
that the United Kingdom is so slow in taking up this 

Important duty when the great cities of the continent 

ave their veterinary surgeons as meat inspectors. Our 
is def ote is undoubtedly good, but its carrying out 

ve, 

B.. he Milk Supply. This very important focd supply, 

. ey of which is of the greatest importance. It 
rd €n proved beyond doubt that it is the most com- 
net through which disease is conveyed into the 
Mam and especially tuberculosis. I do not for a 

tut say that milk and meat are responsible for all 

a oftubercle. I grant that it is to a great extent 

mg but for all that the introduction of the 

> ro from an outside source into a subject 
ereditary predisposition is very certain to 
teelop the disease. That all milk giving cows should 
the udd ined by the veterinary surgeon, and especially 
tested ér, and the milk examined microscopically, also 

“¢'with the now well known and reliable test, viz., 


tuberculin. It is my opinion that this should be entirely 
in the hands of veterinary surgeons, and should be under 
Government control, so that such animals should be 
dealt with according to the case. 

Dairies, cowsheds, and slaughterhouses should be 
under the direct supervision of the authority and inspec- 
ted by medical officers of health and veterinary surgeons. 
The Board of Agriculture is doing much work ;in the 
United Kingdom, and no doubt we feel that the veteri- 
nary profession should be more closely connected with 
this good Board. I believe they would gain much 
thorough practical knowledge, and the profession would 
be encouraged to dv all in their power to assist them in 
their good work. 

Without detaining you longer gentlemen I thank you 
for your patience in listening to these very hurried 
remarks. 


FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE. 
By T.*CuHas. Howatson, M.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—When I consented to 
read a paper on Foot and Mouth disease to you 1 little 
thought of the amount of work it would entail. At the 
last meeting I thought I knew a fair amount about the 
disease, but when I came to look it up in the works of 
different authors I found out how very limited my 
knowledge was. However, I had given you my word 
and I could not go back on it. You shall hear the 
paper such as it is, and I trust you will forgive the 
shortcomings. Of course you are all well aware of the 
length of a paper on this disease might be spun out to. 
I have endeavoured to cut it as short as possible, at the 
same time giving you all the more important facts in as 
systematic form as I possibly can. 

Synonyms :—Aphtha Epizootica, Murrain, Eczema 
epizoutica, Aphthous Fever, Epidemic, Foot and Mouth 
disease. 

History : This disease is not such an ancient one as 
might at first be supposed ; at least accounts of it—such 
as they are—are not forthcoming till a.p. 1686, in which 
year it appeared in Silisia, when Diderich in his 
“ Historia Pestis” gives an account of his noticing it 
among his own cattle and those of his neighbours. The 
disease appeared in the middle of Winter, and every 
cow, without exception, took it fourteen days after each 
other. He compares the salivation to what happened 
when old women ot Hamburg cured the French and 
other chronic diseases with mercury. Not a single 
animal died, and the disease did not spread beyond the 
district. 

We next hear of the complaint under the name of 
“ Aphthous Fever,” described by Valentine as occuring in 
Hesse in 1695. Sydenham also noticed it in the same 
year and says :—“ At the Autumnal Equinox (end of 
August) mankind was afflicted by an inflammation in the 
gums, tongue and mouth, I also observe here and there 
an inflammation in the feet of brutes. After this period 
it was frequently noticed. It occurred in Germany in 
1754 amongst pigs: Europe 1855: Italy and 
Switzerland, 1760: France, Switzerland, Denmark, 
Sweden and Moravia, 1763: Holland, Holstein, Thuringa, 
Saxony, &c., 1764: Italy 1767: France, Austria, Poland 
and Italy, 1776: Germany, Austria and France, 1778: 
Italy 1794 and 1799: Europe 1809: Germany, Switzerland, 
and Spain, 1812: Germany and France 1817: Italy 
France, Germany and Russia, 1824: Italy, Austria, &c., 
1827 : Europe, 1834, and Europe, 1839. 

The first outbreak noted in England was near North- 
ampton, in March, 1839. By the end of January, 1841 
it had spread through the British Islands. For par- 
ticulars as to the order in which the Counties were 
infected I will refer you to Vol. Il. of “Animal 
Plagues,” by Fleming. I may say that it has 
continued to exert its influence more or less at various 
periods up to the present day. 
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How it was brought to Britain is not very clear, but 
the contagion is supposed to have been carried by skins 
from animals suffering from the disease. 

Definition :—I cannot do better than quote the words 
of that Grand old Veterinarian —the late Principal 
Williams. “A highly contagious and infectious febrile 
disease, associated with a vesicular eruption in the 
mouth, between the pedal digits, and around the coro- 
nets. In some cases the mouth only is affected, in 
others the feet may be the seat of the eruption, the 
membrane of the mouth remaining free. In milch cows 
it sometimes happens that a vesicular eruption occurs on 
the mammary gland and within the lactiferous ducts ; 
when such occurs, the milk, contaminated by the vesicu- 
lar discharge, is rendered unfit for use either as food for 
the human being or for the lower animals, as it may 
induce a vesicular eruption in the mouth, larynx, 
pharynx and intestinal canal.” 

Symptoms.—The symptoms of this disease as I saw 
them were as follows: Cattle—salivation, vesicles on 
the lips, muffle, gums, and tongue, and vesicles between 
the digits with inflammation of the coronets. The most 
prominent and diagnostic symptom, and one I wish to 
strongly impress upon you, is a peculiar smacking of the 
lips. This syraptom I regard as absolutely diagnostic of 
foot-and-mouth disease, and in its absence I should 
hesitate to give a definite opinion. Inability to swallow 
hard food ; high temperature and constipation at first, 
then the temperature drops to normal, and in two or 
three cases below normal, and diarrhoea sets in. As the 
disease progresses the vesicles burst, leaving an inflamed 
raw surface, which, however, soon heals up. _ Vesicles 
may also appear on the mammary gland in milch cows, 
and even in the lactiferous ducts, giving rise to mam- 
mitis. 

Symptoms in Sheep.—-These are not so marked as in 
cattle. The feet are more often affected to a greater ex- 
tent, the vesicle making its appearance on the heel. All 
the cases I saw at Bodrhyddan were affected in the mouth 
and feet. A single vesicle about the size of a shilling, 
situated on thedental pad, was the mouth lesion, and 
vesicles on the heels the foot lesion. I, however, only 
saw one case where all four feet were affected. 

Symptoms in Pigs.—I have not had an opportunity 
of examining a number of pigs ; indeed, I have only seen 
one really suffering from the disease, and all that could 
be seen was lameness, separation of the hoof, and loss of 
appetite. I did not see any vesicles, perhaps it was past 
the vesicular stage when I saw it. 

Etiology.—N ow we come toa most unsatisfactory page 
of the Pathology of foot-and-mouth disease. That the 
disease is due to a germ is beyond doubt, but hardly two 
authors agree as to its character. Klein describes the 
microbes, diplococci or streptococci, which sometimes 
form little chains with a number of sections. He has 
succeeded in making cultures on coagulated serum and 
gelatin, and by mixing the culture with food, and giving 
it to sheep, has produced the disease, but subcutaneous 
inoculation failed to produce any effect. 

Nosotti also found microbes, described as micrococci, 
in the fluid contained in the vesicles. The micrococcus 
is stained with aniline dyes and has been cultivated and 
inoculated. It is both volatile and fixed, and can be 
transmitted directly and indirectly to healthy animals. 

It has been said, and is still held by some authorities, 
that this disease arises spontaneously. I may tell you 
at once that I do not believe in its spontaneous origin. 
Were it a spontaneous disease it would undoubtedly be 
far more common in Great Britain, where I am sorry to 
say, as you all know, the majority of farm buildings 
and yards are kept in a most deplorable state from a 
sanitary point of view. Some of you may say “If it is 
not spontaneous how do you account for these sudden 
outbreaks”? | have only had to deal with what may 
be called one outbreak, nameiy, the Rhy] outbreak, where 


in the first case my friend, Mr. Rowlands, was succes: 
ful in diagnosing the disease without delay, and with 
te permission I will take this opportunity of congraty. 
ating Mr. Rowlands on his smartness in being able ty 
diagnose the disease in its first stages. My theory as to the 
first cases at Rhyl is simple. The farmer was in the habit of 
taking milk to town and bringing back “swill ” for the 
pigs. The “swill” may have contained anything from 
water to putrid flesh. What is easier than that some 
foreign meat may have been amongst the swill? We al} 
know the extremely contagious nature of foot-and-mouth 
disease, and what would be easier than to communicate 
the disease through foreign meat ? 

The next farm affected was Bodrhyddan Home Farm, 
The sheep were first noticed to be lame, and on exami- 
nation proved to be affected with foot-and-mouth disease: 
then a cow showed symptoms. The infection here may 
have been through birds or rabbits. 

The next lot of animals examined were the property 
of the Vicar of Dyserth whose fields adjoined those “of 
Bodrhyddan. Onecow at the vicarage proved affected, 

My next visit was to a field by the sea shore, some 
two miles from the first outbreak. One animal was 
lame, and salivating, with a temperature of 107F. On 
examining the mouth asmall red spot was seen on the 
inside of the upper lip. This at the time, to my mind, 
~~. a suspicious case, so a police guard was kept on the 

eld. 

I afterwards found out that Mr. Rowlands had pr- 
scribed carbonate of ammonia, and that it had been 
administered in a more concentrated form than he 
directed. 

Prognosis.—This is nearly always favourable. Very 
few cases die, unless some complication such as gastritis 
or mammitis sets in, When death does occur it is due to 
exhaustion. 

Treatment.—This is most simple. Salines internally, 
combined with stimulants. Mouth washes, such as boric 
acid, sol. 1-20; sol. carbolic acid to the feet and udderin 
— cows. Recovery takes place in from seven to ten 

ays. 

The mst important part of the treatment, however, is 
the prophylactic. Although it is little or no use trying 
to prevent the disease spreading on a farm where it 
already exists, do all in your power to prevent it spread- 


ing beyond the farm. Stop all traffic to and from the 


farm froma public road, make every individual on the 
place disinfect himself and his belongings, chain up all 
the dogs, and use quick-lime ad lib. The Board of Agr 
culture will, of course, take up the matter, and thelr 
method of preventing spread of the disease is “slaugh- 
ter” and declaration of “infected areas.” 

Diseases that may be confounded with Foot-and-Mouth 
Disease.—There are a few diseases that may possibly he 
confounded with foot-and-mouth, but I will merely 
mention them—with the exception of one or two which 
deserve special attention. Foul: in the foot, Foot rot, 
Aphtha simplex,and Impetigo Labialis et coronalis. [als 
saw an article on a most peculiar case in the first number 
of The Veterinary Record for this year. It was head 
“ Acorn Poisoning,” but the symptoms given are almost 
identical with those of foot-and-mouth disease. . 

The diseases that I want to specially mention ar 
aptha and impetigo labialis et coronalis. a 

Aphtha or thrush as a rule affects young animals, 
lambs or calves It is characterised by vesicles in the 
mouth. It is associated with the epiphyte, ordium 
albicans, and usually connected with gastric deraog’ 
ment. 

Impetigo Labialis et Coronalis.—This is a disease that 
created some consternation in Scotland some 
when it was mistaken for foot-and-mouth disease, bu 
luckily the late Principal Williams recognised the ~ 
tion as Impetigo labialis et coronalis. Again I cannot ; 
better than quote his words : “On examination I foun 
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the disease to affect the coronets in patches, the legs 
even as high as the elbows and above the hocks, around 
the lips, and as high up as the eyes and base of the ears, 
but in no case was there any sign of a lesion in the 
mouth. It was confined to the lambs, although there 
were many older sheep grazing in the pastures and many 
cattle were in close proximity, but none of these were 
affected, although the disease had been there for, I be- 
lieve, four or five weeks.” 

“T recognised the disease as a pustular eruption 
termed impetigo labialis et coronalis, or what Professor 
Dick called “ crown scab,” and due to the wetness and 
rankness of the grass upon which the animals were 
pastured.” 

The disease commences as a small reddish spot, which 
may become vesicular and speedily pustular. These 
pustules dry up into a crust, loosely attached to the skin, 
and if removed the skin beneath is reddish, moist, and 
some pus exuding. Around the coronets and along the 
legs the same appearance is seen, and in some cases 
there was more or less diffused suppuration, detaching 
the horn from the sensitive structures of the foot and 
causing great lameness. 

The above case shows how careful a veterinary surgeon 
must be in expressing an opinion. 

I have repeatedly come across cases of Impetigo 
labialis amongst ewes, in the months of September and 
October, that have been turned into fields sheltered by 
gorse bushes. I have attributed the cause to the sheep 
nibbling at the gorse and getting small punctures from 
the prickles, giving rise to a scab round the mouth, but 
but never in the mouth. These cases are easily treated 
in the early stages by scraping away the scab and 
matter and dressing with carbolic oil. The difference 
between this and Foot and Mouth disease is the 
absence of any lesion inside the mouth. 

Now, Gentlemen, I think I cannot do better than 
close my paper, I think I have had your attention quite 
long enough. Thanking you for your attention, and the 
honour of reading the first essay to the members of this 
Society, and hoping to hear a good discussion, for I am 
sure IT have left you any amount of room to do so. 


Discussion. 


Mr. R.S. RowLanps: I am sure all of you will agree 
with me in one particular, that is that our newly-formed 
Society has made a good start from a literary point. I 
think Mr. Howatson has given us a very concise and 
systematic paper indeed. 

Foot-and-mouth disease is one of those diseases that 
we see more of in books than in our daily rounds, 
and when it does happen to come in one’s path the 
Board of Agriculture deals with it in such an admir- 
ably stringent manner, and clears it away so quickly that 
there is nothing left for observation and investigation. 

Ir. Howatson has evidently taken a deal of trouble to 
i up the history of the disease, and has given the 
dates of its different appearances which, indeed, are very 
ntetesting as well as important. The symptoms of 
wt and-mouth disease are very important to the veteri- 

‘ry surgeon, as there are several other diseases that may 
srenfounded with it; but among those symptoms 
rt pointed out by Mr. Howatson there are two 
¢ m oms in particular that are, in my opinion, very 
and a viz., the invisible symptoms—you hear one 
the other—the continual champing of the jaws 

R ys and nights together is very striking, in addition 

© very foetid smell. 
lowe ee has pointed out a class of men that be- 
think disease to arise spontaneously at times. I 
thee - isa let to be said on the part of those be- 
iene tis known that the microbe of Foot-and-mouth 
een its activity for several months—perhaps 

" rf all that is known. At the farm where the 

tst made its appearance in the Rhyl outbreak, 


the farmer was a new tenant that summer. The out- 
buildings of the farm were being repaired, the floors of 
the byres had been dug up in order to have it made with 
fresh material. This repairing business was hardly com- 

leted when the disease broke out. During the last out- 

reak of Foot-and-mouth disease in the Vale of Clwyd, 
which was either 1882 or 1883, 18 cr 19 years ago, from 
what I can gather to what I remember, the disease broke 
out at this same farm and spread all along the vale as far 
as Ruthin. Now this particular farm has quite a history, 
for about 12 years ago there was an outbreak of “pleuro- 
pneumonia contagiosa.” But the locality and the con- 
struction of the place, in my opinion, renders it a very 
suitable habitat for pathogenic and other germs. Is it 
possible that the germs or their spores may be lying dor- 
mant, so to speak, in the place. 

There are several diseases that may be confounded 
with foot and mouth disease. I quite agree with Mr. 
Howatson that ft behoves the Veterinarian to be very 
careful with his diagnosis--as the case in Scotland has 
proved. According to the late Professor Williams re- 
marks this disease appears to have been Jmpetigo 
labialis. I have come across two cases of this peas 
this winter, but it differs from foot and mouth in having 
its lesions on the skin alone, and not on the mucous 
membrane, as in foot and mouth disease ; and there is 
no difficulty in swallowing, nor rise of temperature. I 
= is rather common among lambs in the Vale of 

wyd. 

The President and all the Fellows present took part 
in the discussion, and expressed their thanks to Mr. 
Howatson, and Mr. Rowlands for their valuable remarks. 
Mr. Rowlands was highly complimented for his cute 
diagnosis of the first outbreak, although being a very 
young member of the profession. 

A more practical subject was then offered for discus- 
sion by the Secretary, viz: Castration Standing (silk 
ligature method). The remarks have appeared before in 
The Veterinary Record. This subject opened a very 
lengthy discussion, which was taken up by all the 
Fellows present. 

The next meeting is to be held at Chester in Septem- 
ber, when Mr, G, J. Roberts, Pwllheli, will give a paper 
on “ Milk Fever,” and Mr. F. Booth on “ Neurotomy.” 

The usual Vote of thanks to the president terminated 
the Meeting. 

O. Trevor Alon. Sec. 


— 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


Army HorssEs. 


On the vote of a supplementary sum of £3,000,000 for 
transport, remounts, provisions, and other supplies to 
meet additional expenditure dne to the war in South 
Africa, 

Sir A. Hayter (Walsall) commented on the enormous 
total expenditure on remounts, and dwelt on the way 
in shhh besten, after their sea voyage, had been sent at 
once to the front instead of receiving first alterative 
diet, gentle exercise, and care. They ought to have 
some information why these horses did not arrive 
earlier, and, also, why Cape and Basuto ponies were not 
requisitioned. 

Colonel Notan (Galway, N.) said that Irish horses 
were admittedly the best cavalry horses. But the Army 
authorities were ruining their best breeding ground for 
horses, Ireland, by the mode in which‘they bought horses 
in that country. Last year about 6,000 horses were pur- 
chased from dealers and 209 direct from the farmers. 
The dealer got £40 per horse and paid only £28 to the 


farmer ; and when the cavalry officer purchased direct 
from the farmer he paid only the same amount, £28, in 
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order not to spoil the dealers’ market. The consequence | seated to us in the future. He was not sure he woulf 


was that the number of horses bred in Ireland was yearly 
decreasing. Farmers were coming to think more and more 
that it was not profitable to breed horses.- The only 
remedy for that state of things was for the cavalry officer 
to purchase remounts direct bom the farmers and pay 
proper value for them. 

Mr. FuLLER (Wilts, Westbury) said it was the custom 
in the West of England for dealers to receive from £40 
to £50 each for horses which they purchase in anticipa- 
tion of a visit by an Army officer at half the money. Fie 
thought there ought to be a different system of purchase. 
The horses should be brought to certain centres for 
the inspection of Army officers and purchased direct 
from the breeders. His experience in connection with 
the Imperial Yeomanry was that it was not difficult to 
deal directly with the farmers in the West of England 
in the buying of horses. 

Mr. KearRLEY (Devonport) called attention to the 
enormous loss of horseflesh in the South African trans- 
ports. The real cause of this, he believed, was improper 
fittings, and he suggested that the Government should 
lay down specific regulations on the subject. 

Mr. CocuraNnE (Ayrshire, N.) testified to the unsatis- 
factory character of the Argentine horses purchased for 
the purposes of the war, and expressed a wish that more 
horses could have been purchased from Ireland. He 
himself bought an Irish horse and took it to South 
Africa, and although he paid, as he thought, much too 
high a price, still, after Seine worked the horse very 
hard, he had no difficulty in getting £10 more than he 
gave for it. He also called attention to the enormous 
weight borne in the field by cavalry and mounted in- 
fantry horses (cheers), and said he did not see why 
mounted troops should not have a number of light squad- 
ron carts with four horses apiece, to follow them with 
forage, tools, blankets, &ec. 

Captain Norton (Newington, W.) said that there 
were at least half-a-dozen transports which lost a large 
number of horses simply because they were not properly 
fitted up. In some cases there were ‘no veterinary sur- 
; on board, and horses bought abroad were brought 

own to the ship quite raw and unprepared for the voyage. 
The veterinary department of the Army had been in- 
adequate, because the demands of the profession had 
been disregarded and the best men were not forthcoming. 
The dearth of horses at the front had delayed operations 
at two important junctures ; and the absence of any 
system for dealing with dying horses had led, by the con- 
tamination of the rivers, to much enteric fever among 
the men. He afterwards referred to the excessive 
weight which the horses had had to carry, and to the 
absence of depdts to which horses with sore backs could 
be sent. He believed that at the root of these evils was 
want of proper organisation of the Army Veterinary 
Department. 

Mr. Ratctiirr (Staffordshire, Burton) said he thought 
the Government had done well to endeavour to purchase 
horses on the other side of the equator. 

Sir W. Foster (Derby, Ilkeston) urged that the terri- 
ble waste of horsetiesh had been a cause of unnecessary 
expense, and, perhaps, also a contributury cause of disease 
among our troops. He complained that the horses were 
not allowed a rest after their voyage, but entrained as 
soon as possible, and made to carry heavy weights. 

Lord Stan.ey (Lancashire, Westhoughton) said the 
military authorities had got every Basuto pony it was 

ssible to get. As to Cape ponies, there was no great 

isposition to sell, but the buyers had bought all they 
could. Part of that vote was for the purchase of Cape 
ponies in districts in which, by now under martial law, 
we should be able to obtain that class of ponies. He was 
in accord with those who wished to buy as far as possi- 
ble from our own breeders, and to give them inducements 
as far as possible to produce a class of horses that would be 


confine such an attempt to trying to produce cavalry 
horses in this country ; he would like to see large sty 
farms in Canada or South Africa. (Sir E, Ashmead. 
Bartlett.—And Australia.) We already drew on Australi, 
for horses for India. He did not think anything coy) 
be said against the buyers. Those officers had done their 
best under very difficult circumstances, and, although 
there had been some failures, the majority of horses pro. 
cured had not been of the very bad class hon. members 
would sometimes have it believed. The Secretary of 
State for War did not say anything about the Army 
Veterinary Department, but an attempt was being made 
to put that department on a much more substantial basis 
than it had been, and the hope was entertained that we 
should get a better class of veterinary surgeons than we 
had had during the present war. He admitted that the 
mortality amongst horses had been very great, but it 
was due more to weather, change of climate, and infec. 
tious diseases than to defective fitting of ships or other 
causes. 

Sir W. Foster asked whether the noble lord could say 
what that mortality had been ? 

Lord STANLEY said he could not, and he was afraid it 
was impossible for anybody to say what it had been. 

Sir C. DILKE said there could be no doubt that the 
mortality of horses in South Africa had been greater thar 
in any war in history. No breakdown and no failure in 
the war had been more serious than that connected with 
the supply of horses, and it had had a most disastrous 
effect on the course of the war. Their troops had been 
frightfully handicapped by the slowness of the movement 
imposed on them by the condition of the horses and the 
loss of animals. It was quite clear that the lessons of the 
war in this respect had not been lost upon the noble lord 
(hear, hear), and it was evident that everything that 
could be done to reap for the future the advantages of 
those lessons would be done under his auspices and those 
of the military authorities. (Hear, hear.) 

Major Rascu, after congratulating the Secretary of 
State on his extremely lucid and clever speech, also re 
ferred to the terrible loss of horses in South Africa 
Much of this, he thought, could be traced to the inex: 
perience and want of care of those who were in charged 
the horses during their voyage to the Cape. The heavy 
weights which, by the War Office regulations, horses 
the front had to carry led to the loss of many of thet. 
The cavalry horse was generally an 11st. hunter, but be 
had often to carry as much as 194st. The Boers often had 
two or three spare horses apiece. If we had had mor 
remounts, we should probably have done better in tle 
war. (Hear, hear.) : 

Mr. J. P. Farretn (Longford, N.) complained thet 
Ireland, which was one of the best countries for 
and useful horses, and would have to pay a considerable 
share of the cost of war,did not get her fair share of the 
contracts for remounts. Ireland was given the go-by, 
and horses were got from Argentina and Austria-Hur 
gary, which were beyond the range of any of the ta 
tion which would be imposed to meet the cost of the 
war. 

Sir E. (Sheffield, Ecclesall) & 
pressed the opinion that the question of remounts ™* 
one of the most important questions that had areet 
the course of the present war. He was not cure thatt 
way in which the supply of horses had been —_ 
ought not to rank as one of the foremost causes ° bo 
length, cost, and disasters of the war. About £6,004 
had been spent upon horses, the greater amount of vl 
might have been saved by a judicious expenditure”: 
a million before the war began. The country had @ e 
to know who was responsible, and he hoped his fo 
hon. friend would see that the responsibility w4 
on the right persons. thee 
Mr. TULty (Leitrim, S.) said the increase 9 
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nditure on horses during the past few years was start- 
ing. In the year 1899-1900 the total amount was 
£125,000. In 1900-01 it had increased to £2,100,000. 
The estimate for the present year, so faras he could make 
itout, was £5,900,000. This enormous increase must be 
due to blundering and plundering. He complained that 
Ireland had been passed over in the matter of buying 
horses. In fact, the Government had shown the same 
animus against Irish horses that they had against Irish 
members. (Langhter.) They went to Germany for bad 
guns but they would not go to Ireland for good horses. 

Sir J. BuunDELL Marie (Camberwell, Dulwich) be- 
lieved a great many of the disasters we experienced in 
the earlier part of the campaign in South Africa were 
owing to the inferior horses sent out. He was certain 
that it was not necessary to go to foreign countries but 
that farmers in Ireland and in many parts of England 
could breed for the Army thoroughly good horses, but 
they must pay the price for them. 

Mr. C. Hopnouss (Bristol, E.) complained that while 
the Boers secured Basuto ponies for use during the war 
our military authorities refused to avail themselves of 
those animals. Furthermore, while remounts were 
urgently wanted no means were taken to secure what 
horses there were at the Cape. It was said that the 
military authorities were not able to purchase horses at 
the Cape; but under martial law they could have got 
last year and the year before the horses which they were 
getting at the present time. In January, 1900, this 
country was swept for horses to such an extent that sub- 
sequently one cavalry regiment could only muster 17 
horses, and at that very time there were thousands of 
horses at the Cape unutilized. Much of the expenditure 
was for mules and he enforced on the Secretary ot State 
that it was essential, seeing the climatic conditions 
under which our troops were often called upon to serve, 
that provision should be made for securing supplies of 
these animals so useful for transport service. 

Masor Bacor (Westmorland, Kendal) agreed that if 
a large quantity of horses had been purchased in South 
Africa before the war our forces would not 
have been under the disadvantage they were. On such 
purchases, however, there would have been severe 
criticism from the opposition on the ground that it indi- 
cated a determination to engage in war though negotia- 
tions were proceeding. Horses had to be collected from 
all parts of the world and sent to the front, and from 
prsonal observation he could say that the transport 
arangements were not so bad as had been alleged, nor 
were the landing arrangements at the Cape. The great 
mortality among the horses arose from scarcity of food 
and the fact that there was the necessity to send them 
ob Pega bya single line of railway before the animals 
ame vpportunity of getting into condition after their 
maa Ditton condemned the course taken by the 
ny Secretary to the War Office in refusing the 
th C ay to acquaint the House with the price paid by 
me overnment for horses in the Argentine. In Buenos. 
Ig the man in the street must have this knowledge, 
hy the House of Commons? Not one in ten of 
en satin horses had been of any value. _ There 
nesion eeling that there had been some abuse in con- 

acide = the contracts for horses in that country. 

uth Fe ly, he remarked that the hon. member for 

(Mr. Jordan), who was a “horsey” 

heat had ry of the oldest members of the Fermanagh 

of ( - him just now that he had a horse to dis- 

to any off” iter) which he could recommend confidently 

He ta in the British Army. (Renewed laughter.) 
2 ie reduce the vote by £1,000.000. 

in the explained that the money embraced 

/Ote was required to pay for horses that had been 


were sending out as reinforcements, and in addition to, 

rovide extra horses over those required for the moment 
in order to have a reserve to fall back upon. He declined 
to state the — paid for Argentine horses, because so 
long as purchases were going on it was not in the pnblic 
interest that the prices they were paying should be men- 
tioned. If hon. members who alleged that the Govern- 
ment had been deliberately swindled in the purchase of 
horses would bring forward specific instances he would 
be glad to go into them. (Hear, hear.) He could assure 
the Committee that there was not the slightest wish or 
intention on the part of his right hon. friend the Secre- 
tary of State for War or himself to conceal any defi- 
ciencies that had arisen in the matter, and there was 
not one of them that would not be turned to good 
account, he hoped, in any future war in which they might 
unfortunately be engaged. 

Mr. WARNER,said what they wanted was an assurance 
that the system under which horses had been landed at 
Cape Town and Port Elizabeth, the want of care shown 
when they were landed, and the sending of them to the 
front as soon as they were landed, should be stopped. 

Mr. Broprick said he could easily give the hon. 
gentleman that assurance. The whole question had 
been gone into most carefully and the practice hitherto 
prevailing had been stopped. The horses were now 
being most carefully looked after. 

Mr. Ropertson read the following from a letter, dated 
January 6 last, from an officer at the front: “ We want 
at least another 100,000 horses, not skin cr hair trunks, 
but horses. Up to date the consumption of horse-flesh 
has reached the enormons total of 250,000. This includes 
horses presently in use. The remounts have been bad, 
very, and in each case wherever |the War Office buys 
horses they buy them £10 under price, getting a bad 
driving animal instead of a useful riding animal.” 

Lord STANLEY said he could not give the actual 
number of horses required at the front at the present 
moment. As to price, everyone thought he could buy 
horses better and cheaper than the War Office. In pro- 
viding horses for South Africa the War Office was not 
guided by private letters from one individual to another, 
but the requisitions of Lord Kitchener, and every requisi- 
tion last Wiadanee made would be met to the full and, 
if possible, a reserve kept over. 

Mr. LABoucuERrE insisted that the Committee should 
receive fuller information as to the horse-buying trans- 
actions of the War Office. The other day he met a ver. 
impecunious friend, who came and shook hands with 
him so warmly that he naturally thought that he wanted 
to borrow money. (Laughter.) But he appeared to be 
doing well, and when he asked him what he was on 
replied, “ I’m selling horses to the Government.” (Lou 
laughter.) 


TUBERCULOSIS AND AGRICULTURE. 


At a meeting of the council of the Central and Asso- 
ciated Chambers of Agriculture Mr. A. F. Jeffries, M.P., 
moved the adoption of the report of the Parliamentary 
Committee, who, after dealing with the position secured 
in the ballot for agricultural Bills, reported, with regard 
to tuberculosis and the milk supply, that a large number 
of municipal and other local authorities were dealing 
with the subject in private Bills of the present Session, 
The Committee would endeavour to secure that in all 
cases the “model milk clauses” of the Local Govern- 
ment Board should be enacted, including the special 
appeal clauses which were agreed upon last session. 

Mr. J. Bowrn-Jones said he thought the time had 
arrived when piecemeal legislation with regard to the 
inspection and management of dairies and tuberculosis 
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culosis in the year 1896, and that Commission presented 
a report in 1898. Although three years had elapsed 
they had no legislative scheme of a uniform eharacter to 
deal with the question. He proposed the following 
addendum to the report: “That the Parliamentary 
Committee be informed that this Chamber considers 
that general legislation on the subject of the inspection 
of dairies is urgently required, whereby uniform regula- 
tions and uniform restrictions with regard to the sale of 
milk shall be enforced by the local authorities, subject 
to the control of the Local Government Board or Board 
of Agriculture ; and for powers of seizure and slaughter, 
with compensation for cows suffering from tuberculous 
udders, as recommended by the Royal Commission on 
Tuberculosis ; and that the Local Government Board be 
— to initiate such legislation.” 

r. LATHOM seconded 

Mr. J. Lowruer, M.P., said there was no earthly 
chance of the Government’s passing such a measure at 
present. 

Mr. C. Brut, M.P., also expressed the opinion that at 
ae the Government would not undertake general 
—— such as had been proposed. 

r. F. A. Cannine, M.P., said that the addendum 
proposed was a repetition in somewhat modified form of 
the resolution which the Chamber passed two years ago, 
when the question first came to the front. ‘They had a 
right to demand that this question should be dealt with 
as a whole. 

Mr. Jerrreys, M.P., expressed the opinion that the 
subject ought to be dealt with by a comprehensive 
measure in Parliament. 

The report with the proposed addition was adopted. 


Proposed Extension of Powers of V.S. in Devon 
and Cornwall. 


The Devon and Cornwall Association for establishing 

a sanatorium for consumption is, through a committee 
and the agency of public meetings, agitating the two 
Westernmost counties in favour of an enlargement 
of the Cows and Milkshops’ Order by the appoint- 
ment of an organised staff of veterinary inspectors, 
whose duty it shall be to visit at frequent intervals 
the cowsheds in their respective areas, and report to the 
governing authority of the locality any cows suffering 
from tubercular disease. It is sought to give veterinary 
surgeons, for the purposes of the Act, similar duties to 
those discharged by the Medical Officer of Health. The 
Association states that a frequent examination of cows 
by experts in veterinary science is an absolute necessity 
if the ,xavages of consumption, to which unr present milk 
supply isa contributory cause, are to be mitigated and 
eventually stamped out. The county councils of Devon 
and Cornwall are to be approached, in the first instance 
as to the appointment of veterinary staff, and afterwards 
a proposal is to be submitted to the lesser public bodies. 
Dr. Bushnell and Mr Cecil Wills have publicly ex- 
eae their opinion that if dairy cows underwent regu- 
ar veterinary inspection the consumption returns would 

almost immediately fall as a direct result of this preven- 
tive measure. The ern convened by the Associa- 
tion in Devon and Cornwall are being well attended by 
leading inhabitants, and resolutions were passed approv- 
ing of the steps proposed to be taken. 


Personal. 


On Sunday, February 24th, 1901, at Deddington, 
Oxon, the wife of Mr. Richard Page Bull, M.R.C.Vs 
of twin daughters. These are the first twins born 4 
on in the twentieth century.—Jackson’s 

ournal. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


From The London Gazette : 
War Orrice, Patt MALL, March 8, 


LY.—10th Batt.—Temporary Vet.-Lieut. H C. Jag. 
ger resigns his commission. 


March 12, 
Vet.-Major Seaward Longhurst, F.R.C.V.S., retired 
pay, is granted the temporary rank of Vet.-Lieutenant- 
Colonel whilst District Veterinary Officer, Ireland. 


C.V.S. H. Richards and A. G. Grist were discharged 
from rye to duty for week ending March 3. 

C.V.S. C. J. Jackson left for England in the “City of 
Vienna ” on March 3. 

C.V.S. F. J. Carless, out of danger, 
March 8. 

Captain R. W. Raymond arrived at Plymouth in the 
“Simla” on March 12th, invalided home. 


Mooi River, 


CORRESPONDENCE. | 
surgec 
A MUNICIPAL VETERINARY OFFICE. aa 
Sir, 
The Health Committee of the City of Sheffield hare surged 
advertised for a veterinary inspector. “A list of duties 7 
and conditions of appointment” to be obtained from the power 
Medical Officer of Health. Through the kindness of 4 sary tl 
friend I have had the privilege of reading these—fifteea and 
in number. abe 
The third is as follows: “To attend at the Tow BBMB cates f 
Hall between the hours of 9 and 10 a.m. every 
other appointed time, and at all times when it is neces © Op 
sary to leave the city on the business of the corporatidl, public 
he shall inform the Medical Officer of Health.” hein, 


The eleventh is this: ‘(Generally he will be requite 
to carry out all lawful instructions of the Medical (five 
of Health.” 

I venture to think no veterinary surgeon of a 
who values his position, would do other than put himse 
on an equal footing with the M.O.H. It is not usi® 
for a corporation to delegate its duties to one of its 
servants. 

I do not suppose the Lord Mayor would submit to : 
dictated to by the Town clerk ; and I ask: Why he 
veterinary inspector should be subject to avy ot . 
sa than the Corporation, or a committee of its me” 

rs appointed by it.—Yours, etc., “ Qua’ 


March 12th. 
[The position might be better, but let us fill it 
then try to improve it.—Ep.]} 


first 


**A Rare Chance for the Unemployed.” 


Mr. Nettleton, veterinary surgeon, of Kensington and 
Barnes, told the Mortlake Coroner on Tuesday that since 
the South African war broke out it had been impossible 
to get qualified assistants even for ten guineas a week.— 
Daily Mail. 


.—Capt 
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Daily Mail, The Scotsman. 
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